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My Lord, 


| Was once fully refol- 
ved to fide firſt openly 


with the Proteſtant Church, 
A ps ji: 


The Epiſtle 

1 then to inform the Pubs 
li of the true motives of 
my Converſion from Po- 
pery to Proteſtancy ; but 
pon ſecond thoughts , ad 
obſtruendum os loquen- 
tium 1niqua, to op the 
mouths of ſuch as could miſ- 
conſtrue my intentions , 1 
Jude'd it neceſſary to pre- 
vent the refleftions of ſome, 
and ſurprifal of others. 

I achnswledge my ſelf 
m this Conpuntture Ac- 
corntable by duty to two 
ſorts of perſons : 1. To the 
Teſuites my former Bre- 
"WM thren. 


Dedicatory. 


thren. 2. To the Roma 
Catholicks of my familiar 
acquaintance : T was looked 
101 by thoſe as being able 
to ſerve them at home, as 1 
had not been uſeleſs to them 
abroad , and by theſe as a 
zealous Defender of Po- 
fery. Tf I can but allay the 
fuſt heats of both, and hin 
= a ſudden riſe of AN Ter 
ant paſfi on, 1 may hope by 
this . theo to 
COnguer hk xg their - 
nlerſt madines, yea, if pros 
6cCupdtion f fk not be- 
twixt them and the tricth, 


J 


The Epiſtle 


ſsrike at their bearts , and 
change their Wills. 

My Thoughts, my 
Lord , were not long at a 
ftand , under whoſe Patro- 
nage this ſhort Treatiſe 
fhould face the Publick,, it 
bems chiefly intended for the 
Conſervation of the Protes 
ſtant Religion, and Conver- 

 fronof Fu Majeſties Sub- 
pets from Supertition and 
Popery, I was of pinion you 
could claim a peculiar right 
to it, not only on the account 
ef your Charafter and Dig- 
uity,but particularly becauſe 


of 
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of that Apetolick zeal you 
are inflam'd withall for 


Jour Flocks ſpiritual Con: 


cerns andProficiency; whey e- 
by you are powerfully moved 
to accept of , and defend 
Whatever may prove inſtru 
mental to the mcreaſe of 
true Virtue and Chriſti. 
Prety. 

[ confeſs -innenuouſ» -- 
ly, your Deep Knowledze 
makes me ſomewhat appre- 
henſive of your (enſure, 
but your eminent Virtue puts 
me in hopes again you will 
eaſily pardon whatever you 
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The Epiſtle 
ſhall find defeive in this 


method; or not anſwerable 
to your own Accuracy. Tet 1 
have call d it, and hope it 
fhall prove ſuch, 4: 
for two Reaſons. 1. Bes 
cauſe taken wholly, it a- 
mounts to a clear and for: 
cable Demonſtration, though 
perhaps each Aroument it 


contains will not prove a full 


Conviction to © y ooſtinate 
Romaniſt. 2. Becauſe it 
relies on Self-evident Prins 
ciples, and over throws the 
moſt materi; i{ Ovitacles to 
the Converſion of Roma 
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nifts, I mean their preoccnus 
pated Opinions, and grounds 
leſs Fancies , That Protes 
ſtants are all Reprobates, 
Schiſmaticks, Hereticks, 
and ſuch as retreat from 
Popery to ProteStancy, Apo= 
ſtates ; but however this 
method prove otherwiſe ins 
fallible, which the event 
muſt determme ; one thing 


| * Tmay confidently aſcertain, 


it will ſhew infallibly to Po- 
fterity, with what reſþe& 1 


am, 
MY LORD, 


© 


Your moſt Humble 
And Obcdient Servant. 


David Abercromby. 
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Proteſtancy 
To be embrac'd : 


OR 
An Infallible Method 


to reduce Romaniſts 
From 


Popery to ProteFtancy. 


I. His little Treatiſe © 
will be a Subject 


of great amaze- 


; ment to all ſuch as have 
; known my former Life and 


Converſation, whereof cour- 
teous and curious Reader, 
take this accurate, ſhort, and 
true account. 

B 2, I 


(2) 

2, I was bred up in my | 
greener years at Doway, and 
in a ſhort time became fo | 
good a Proficient in the my- | 
ſteries of Popery, that I en- 
terd the Order of Jeſuits in | 
France at my firſt inſtance : | 
I lived amongſt them full | 
eighteen years and more,and | 
I may ſay,without vanity, 1n | 
ſome eſteem-and repute of a * 
Scholar being judg'd after a | 
ſolemn examen, capable to 
teach Divinity and Philoſo- 
phy in the moſt renown | 
Univerſities of Ewropegphich | 
is the Jeſuits way of Glpdua- # 
ting theirown men'in Divi- | 
nity. I taught in Fran 
Gramiwar, 1n Lorrain 'Ma- 
thematicks and Philoſophy 5 | 
and being graduate ih Phy- | 
- ſick, |: 
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ſick, I practis'd it notunhap- 
pily, and intend to pradtiſe 
it hereafter, with certain 
hopes, God willing of the 
ſame good ſucceſs. 

3. All this while I ftudied 
more to the endowment of 
the intelletive faculty by hu- 
mane Sciences, than to. per- 
fect my will by ſolid Vertues' 
and Piety: To which [1 
thought:the School-dwinity, 
as taught by Romaniſts, was 
not aſmall hinderance : The 
ſpeculative part thereof, 'be- © 
ing apterto beget doubts of 
the truth of Chnſtianiſm, 
than to clear thoſe that men 
may, and do ſometimes frame 
to themſelves. | 0 

4. Taketfor inſtance, they 
call in queſtion and diſpute,” 

B 2 it 
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x the Incarnation of God was 
poſſible or not 3 if God can 
lyeor ſpeak a falſhood 3 if it 
be within the reach of his 
Omnipotency to condemn an 


Innocent ſoul to the pains of 


everlaſting flames;if his actual 
exiſtency can be clearly pro- 
ved, or pointed out by the 
light of a true demonſtrati- 
on, and the like: Such dif- 
putes I ever thought, Ot:o/0- 
rum hominum negotia, theaf- 
fairs of thoſe that haveno af- 
fair to buſie themſelves with- 
al ; I juadg'd them fitter to de- 
{troy than edifie, to nouriſh 
and ſpread Errors, than to 1n- 
creaſe Piety and diſpell Igno- 
Tance. 

5. I ſtudied ſeveral years 
the Jeſuit School-divinity, 
and 
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and I may fay 1n all truth, [ 
reap'd no other benefitthere- 
by, ſaveonly that in my own 
conceit, and perhaps in the 
opinion of ſome others, I be- 
came an able Diſputant, a- 
bout what ? About Chyme- 
ra's, beings of reaſon, as they 
ſpeak, Impoſlibilities, and 
ſuch like whimſical notions. 
6. Yet inthe midſt of theſe 
hot diſputes we had often for 
meer Punc&tilo's of honour, 


| and a vain repute of ſome 


ſharpneſs, I felt often the Sp1- 
rit of God working intert- 
ourly my Converſion, by the 
ſecret voice of his Holy In- 
ſpiration, which caus'd me 
often to break out in theſe or 
the like words : Quid hec ad 
eternitatem ? What avails all 
B 3 this 


(6) 
this for my laſt end andeter- 
nal telicity. 

7. Asto the practical part 
of the Romiſh School-divini- 
ty, relating to Caſes of Con- 
ſcience, the World knows 
how far from a true and fin- 
cere Conſcience are thoſe men 
commonly called Caſuiſts : I 
read ſeveral of them moſt ex- 
atly,but was ſtill diſpleas'd at 
their far fetch'd ſubtilties, in- 
vented for the avoiding of 
fin, but in reality arethe true 
ſources of all looſneſs and ini- 
quity : Whatever crime your 
Conſcience accuſeth you of, 
conſult but a Romiſh Caſuiſt, 
and he will inſtantly indea- 
vour your repoſe by Ga by- 
aſs or another tending to his 
own intereſt; and the ſet- 
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ling of your inward peace on 
ſome frivolous diſtinction, or 
groundleſs precifion. 

8. Such fort of men are 
great Patrons of felf-love,and 
always prone to pronounce 
in favour of our corrupted 
nature againſt the light of 
their own Conſcience and 
Reaſon, and under pretence 
of ſhunning ſeverity, they 
fall mnto th' other extream, 
more dangerous, by yielding 
through an intereſs'd com- 
placency to the perverſe Inclt- -- 
nations of ſuch as require 
their advice. 

g. I had great intimacy 
with ſeveral Romaniſts per- 
{waded of the lawfulneſs of 
ſ{uch immoral Practices; their 
common by-word was, Les 

B 4 gens 


(8) 
gens deſprit ne pechent point, 

that is witty men hardly ever ' 
ſin: Their reaſon was, be- | 
cauſe (in, for inſtance Adul- 
tery, may be look'd on as a 
double facd medalsz theone 
{ide whereof repreſents to us 
a natural a(t, th' otherſide an 
injuſt att; their meaning 1s, 
it you conſent to an Adulte- 
ry as tis a natural act pre- 
ciſely, you ſhun by this prect- 
fion the guilt of (1n, fince an 
a& as natural isnot (inful, but 
if youconſent toitas 'tis an 
1njuſt act, you commit then 
a (fin, which witty and ſharp 
men, eſpecially Caſuiſts,l fan- 
cy will never do, knowing 
how to diſtinguiſh in the 
ſame individual act, rationerm 
ad us, rationem peccati, the 
for- 


(9) 
formality of an act, from that 
of a ſinful act. | 

Io. So thedultiſh ſort on- 
ly, either incapable -of, or 
| Not reflefing on ſuch preciſt- 
' ons, ſhall commit Adulteries, 


: or anyother ſins for want of 


this preſcinding faculty : 
Than which no greater 1llu- 
lion could I ever conceive, as 
to commit a fin were not 
more than enough to defire 
an1ll thing, or what 1s necel- 
ſarily tyed to an ill and un- 


lawful obje& known to be __ 


\uch. 

Ii. Theſe and the like 
dangerous opinions which 
we {hall diſcuſs in another 
place, put often my thoughts 
to a ſtand, in order to exa- 


mine what truth could bein 
B 5 theſe 


( 10) ; 
theſe ordmary reproachez | 
made by Proteitants againſt ' 
Romaniſts, aceus'd common- Þ . 
ly by them of diſconformity | 
with the Primitive Church of 
Novelties, Errors, and Su- 
perſtitions. 

12. Being thus perplex'd 
m mind and as Hercules m 
Bivio, uncertain what way 
to make choice of, I came to - 
Scotland, where becauſe of | 
ſome repute] had got abroad | 
of a Scholar, I was put in- | 
ftantly to work by theJeſuits; 
againſt M. Menzeis, Door | 
and Profeſſor of Divinity in | 


Aberdeen. I wrotethen ina 
ſhort time a Treatiſe of ſome 
bulk againſt his way of de- 
fending the Proteſtant Relig. 


97, but neither to my own ſa- | 


tis- 


(11) 
tisfaction, though ſeveral 0- 
thers ſeeing things but under: 


- one ht, ſeem'd to be per- 


{waded by my arguments,nor 
to the ſattsfaCtion of moſt Ro- 
maniſts, who thought and 
faid my Do&rine in ſome 
material points was not un- 
like, or the ſame with that of 
Proteſtants. 

13. After a ſtay of about 
two years 1n Scotland, after 
an accurate parallel of Pro- 
teſtancy and Popery, and a 
ſcrupulons ſcrutiny. of the. -. 
molt material grounds rhey 
both ſtand on, I came to 
E9ndon as to a ſafe Sanctuary, 
where I might ſerve God m. 


all freedom and ſecurity. 
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T4. The extream kindneſs 
of the Loxdoners to all di- 
{treſs'd Perſons, and their late | 
unparallelable Charity to the 
Perſecuted Brethren of the 
French Nation, could not 
but inſpire me with high ſen- 
timents of their Piety and 
Religion. 

15. I muſt confeſsherein- 
genuoulſly, that the Ergliſh 
Nation, exceeded not only 
formerly their Neighboursin 
Warlike Exploits, and would 
yet, if times and occaſion put 
them to it, but were ever, 
and are (til far beyond them 
all in beneficency and works 
of Charity, the genuine 
Characters of Divine Faith 
and true Chriſtianiſm influ- 
encd no doubt by the exam- 


ple 
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ple. of our moſt wiſe and 
moſt Gracious Soveraign , 
who as he defends and con- 
ſerves by all imaginable 
means the Proteſtant Religi- 
0, (o favours all ſuch with 
his Royal Protection and 
Friendſhip, that conform to 
It, by renouncing their Er- 
rors and Popery. 

- 16, Il foreſee this change of 
mine, how well grounded ſo- 
ever, will ſtir up againſt me. 
1. My former Brethren, the 

| Jeſuits, 2. My.neareſt Re- 
| lations, who are for the moſt 
part, and ever were Zealous 
Romaniſts : I doubt not ne- 
vertheleſs but they ſhall put a 
favourable conſtruction on 
what I have done; provided 


I, They condemn me not, 
p 71C0g- 


(14) 
#ncognitd causi, unheard, and 
2. Suſpend their cenſure till 
after an impartial, and intire 
perufal of this preſent Trea- 
tile, all preoccupation Mo- 
ther of crrorlaid aſide. 

17. They cannot ſay that 
any other motive but that of 
faving my Soul in the ſecureſt 
way, causd me to withdraw 
from them, and fide with 
Proteſtants: They know I + 
was in a Condition amongſt | 
them to want for notlnng, 
bemg ſupplyed with Ka 
ries EG aody': but now I 
muſt rely on Gods Provi- 
dence and my own Induſtry, 
Yet thisI am not troubled at, 
fince Chritt has ſatd, Search 
firſt after the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and then all other 

things 


(15) 

things ye ſtand in need of, 
ſhall be added unto you; 
Smce he can neither deceive 
nor be decerv'd, may we el- 
ther think or ſay without 
Blaſphemy, he will diſappoint 
ſuch as have ſetled all their 
hopes in his infallible promi- 
ſes; but to ſhun Prolnxity, I 
come to the main point I aim 
at, which is to give to the 
publick an infallible method, 
not written of for ought I 
know by any other, to re- 
duce Romaniſts- to Confor- -. 
mity with the Reform'd 
Churches: By the fame 
means I ſhall lay open to the 
World on what grounds I 
have forſaken Popery and 
embrac'd Proteſtancy. 
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I8. This method to be 
{ſuch as *tis deſign'd, ſhall be 
1. Plain, thatevery one may 
underſtand it. 2. Peaceable, 
that the will may be gain'd, 
and by it the underſtanding 
{weetly conquer'd. 3. Short, 
that it may be proportionable 
to theleiſure of the moſt bu- 
fied, and none through Pro- 
Iixity loth to read it : All 
this I hope I ſhall perform to 
the ſatisfa&tion of Proteſtants 
and Conviction of Romariſts, 
if Imake out with the clear- 
neſs of a Noon Sun-ſhine : 

I. That ProteStarnts may 
be ſaved. 

2. That they may be fa- 
ved more eaſily, and with 
greater ſecurity than thoſe of 
the Romilh perſwaſion. 


I9. The 
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I9. The firſt of theſe Prin- 
ciples proved, will cauſe Ro- 
7 maniſts to look upon Prote- 
ſtants with a brotherly Love 
| and Charity; the ſecond 
once eftabliſh'd, will force 
them ſweetly but irreſiſtably 
to ſide with them, as to mat- 
ters of Religion and Divine 
Worſhip; ſince they are per- 
{waded 1n a buſineſs of ſuch a 
weighty moment, as1s that of 
our Everlaſting Happineſs : 
Tutins ſemper eit eligendum, 
the ſafeſt muſt ſtill be prefer- 
red before what 1s leſs ſe- 
# CUTE. 
Z 20. This Treatiſe (hall 
1 contain three ſhort Articles; 
* 1n the two firſt, Iſhall prove 
= evidently to all Impartial 
F Readers, the forementioned 
. truths; 
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truths; in the laſt we ſhall 
raiſe ſuch inferences as flow | - 
naturally from theſe two }x - 
foregoing Principles. ; 


ARTIC. 
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ARTICLE I. 
PRINCIPLE T. 


| That Proteſtants may be 
 /aved. 


_— 


SECT. I. 
I. Othing makes Rs-- -- 


maniſts More a- 
—_ verſe from Pro- 
teſtants, than this groundlcſs 
perſwaſion of theirs, that 
Proteſtants cannot be faved, 
thisÞs the ſole cauſe of their 
” obſtinacy in Popery ; the 
« * 
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true ſource of their immor- 
tal hatred againſt us, and the 
very root of theſe extream | 
Rigors they have practisd a- | 
gainſt Proteſtants, where-ever 
they happend to be abſolute 
Maſters : This pitiful miſtake 
wherein I liv'd ſeveral years, 
wasas a veil before my eyes, 
hindering me to ſee the truth, 
which now by the Grace of 
God I1 ſee clearly... 

2, Becauſe this Principle 
is of great moment for the 
Converſion of Rowanii?s, I 
ſhall prove it to perſwaſion 
in two different ways. 

I. Poſitively, by poſitive 
and evincing Reaſons. 

2. Negatively, by ſhew- 
ing there can be no let” or 
hinderance of Salvation , 
to 


(21) 
{ to ſuch as profeſs Prote- 
| ſtancy. 
# 3. I canimagine but two 
things neceſſary to Salvation, 
or the attaining of Eternal 
Felicity. 
The Firſt is to live confor- 
mably to the Law of God, 
{ becauſe he is what he is, our 
| Soveraign Lord and Ma- 
| ſter. 
The Second is, to live 
conformably to the lawful. 
; Commands of ſuch men as 
have their — deriv'd 
from him, as the firſt Law- 
” giver; ſuchareKings, Magi- 
2 ſtrates, Princes, and all Su- 
&; periors whatſoever, in their 
I reſpetive degrees of Supert- 
-* ority, and Authority. 


C2 
:"% 


| 4. As 
Hs 


_— 
LEY 
ah 


- it 1n their Fammlies, they | 


et a ng 


0:22) . 
4. As to the firſt point, 
what people in the World 
profeſleth a more (1ncerealle- 
tance to God, or a more 
crupulous obſervance of his | 
Holy Law, than the Retfor- 

Churches do? So as of 
oldit was ſaid, Notws in judei 
Dews, that God was known 
particularly tothe Jews, we 
may ſay in all truth of them; 
thereis no whereſuchagene- 
ral knowledge, whether pra- 
Cical, or ſpeculative of tys 
Holy!Law, as amongſt Pro- 
teftants 5 they read it intheir 
Churches, they interpret it | 


7 
$ 
I if 


in their Pulpits, they peruſe #: 


make 1t the Subject of their p 
private Meditations, of their 
more ſerious Converſations: 
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The Scar they guide them- 
ſelves by through the ſtormy 
Sea of this World 18no other 
but Gods Infallible written 
Word, whiereunto they con- 
form: or which is all one for 
my intent, they ought by 
their Principles, 'to conform 
their Thoughts, Words, and 
all their Aﬀions: 1s ut than 
conſiftent with reaſon, to 
exclude from a capacity of 
Eternal Felicity, {ach as not 
relying upon. uncertam Eras -- 
ditions, regulate all their 
ſteps by the rule of God's In- 


t® fallible Word? Let us lay 


 afideour ownparticular fan- 
% -cys, and renounce our too 
»* partial and preoccupated 
7 Judgments, and weſhall in- 
: 2 {tantly pronounce in their fa- 


VOUur 


( 24 ) 
vour not a little diſcontent, 
and amaz'd at our former 
uncharity and groſs mi- 
ſtakes. j 
5. Their Dodrine relating 
to our allegiance due to all 7 
Superiors, 1s ſo wholeſome * 
and peaceable, that I can |? 
imagine none more ſubſeryi- 7: 
ent to the intereſt of Princes; > 
they are infinitely averſe,and | 
with all reaſon from that ir- | 
rational opinion of moſt Ro- 
maniit Divines 5 who teach & 
the Pope of Rome has power | 
to Depoſe Princes, when it 7 
pleaſeth him to fancy they are |: 
Hereticks: Whether they & 
give adired authority to the * 
Pope over Kings, which 15no 
leſs than to enflave all 
Crownd Heads to the Bi- 
ſhop 


( 25) 
fop of Rome, or an 1ndiret 
one, only to depoſe Princes 
in certain | Hons tis clear 
> they take from Ceſar what 1s 
= Ceſar's, that independency 
on all earthly power, God 
has allowed him here on 
| © Earth. Princes are accoun- 
* table tothe King of Kings for 
# all their a&ions, and we to 
= them, if we forget ſo far our 
be duty, as to refuſe them due 
& allegiance. I tis Doctrine be-- 
F inz confeſsd and profeſs'd 
7 [by all true Proteitarts, can 


1 

r 

T 

- 2 we cither think or fay they 
y = are Reprobates, or not in 
Ec 
0 

1 | 


j | the way to Feav'n ? 
6. To baniih ſuch an un- 
+chriſtian fancy far from your 
*rhoughts, r2member wines Is 
"ſaid in S:ripture, God 1lIv- 
p | + 122 \NAte$ 
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vour not a little diſcontent, 
and amaz'd at our former | 
uncharity and groſs mi- | 
ſtakes. : 
5. Their Doctrine relating * 
to our allegiance due to all Z 
Superiors, 1s ſo wholeſome © 
and peaceable, that I can ©: 
imagine none more ſubſeryi- © 
ent to the intereſt of Princes; |: 
they are infinitely averſe,and | 
with all reaſon from that 1r- 
rational opinion of moſt Ro- | 
maniit Divines 5 who teach ® 
the Pope of Rome has power 
to Depoſe Princes, when it 
pleaſeth him to fancy they are 
Hereticks: Whether they \ 
give adireC authority to the ® 
Pope over Kings, which 1sno 
leſs than to enflave all 
Crownd Heads to the Bi- 
ſhop 


( 25) 
ſhop of Rowe, or an indire& 
one, only to depofe Princes 
in certain "mparera clear 
they take from Ceſar what 1s 
C2/ar's, that independency 
| on all earthly power, God 
> has allowed him here on 
> Earth. Princes are accoun- 
2 table tothe King of Kings for 
Z all their a&1ons, and we to 
& them, 1f we forget ſo far our 
# duty, as to refuſe them due 
N ps . ) 
r ns confeſs and profeſs'd 
+ © by all true Proteifuzts, can 
2 we either think or ſay they 
= are Reprobates, or not in 
EZ the way to Feay'n ? 

"> 6. To baniih ſuch an un- 
4 chriſtian fancy far from your 
,Sthoughts, r2member what 1s 
ſaid in Scripture, God illu- 
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allegiance. I his Doctrine be-- -- 


-+ £2363 
minates all men, 7/uminat 
ommnem hominem, tor what 
end ? For no other but that 
by this light they may tliſco- 
ver the way to theirlaſt end; * 
if all men be thus illumina: P: 
ted, are Proteſtants except- ® 
ed ? Are they not men, and 5 
moſt of them great examples 3 ; 
of "Y and piety ? 

I wonder'd often to ! 
W Romaniſts grant ſuch as 
{hall never hear of Chriſt and 7 
his Goſpel, were nevertheleſs © 
in a capacity to ſave their ® 
Souls, provided they lived Z 
conformably » thediCtates of | a 
right reaſon: | was amazdI, b 
ſay, to hear them confeſs this, 
and ſoinconſeqi icntiallydeny | 
the ſame to ProteStants; but 
what can we expect from pre-' 
OCCU- 
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wy 


g Cenſures,uncharitable Reflex- 
{ ons, and illegal Concluſions? 


Z conſider that no people 1n 
2 the World hath higher ſen- 
2 timents of God, and lower 
2 of themſelves, than thoſe of 
2 the Reform'd Churches : 
3 Which are confeſled]y the 
27 beſt Diſpoſitions can be ima- 
>» gin'd, torender us capable of 
| that end we were created for. 
{6 3 They neitherrely on the Me- 
:r + diation and Merits of Saints, 
* nor on their own good 
> works, they ground all their 
> hopes of Salvation on the 
ic +. Precious blood of Chritt, 
'> ſhed for us upon the Altar of 


E270 


occupatedjudgments,butinjuſt 


8. I delire them here to 


the Croſs, they exalt highly 
by all their principles, Gods 
GC 2 ie 


(28) 
mhinite goodneſs and mercy 


ever acknowledging when 
they have done all they can, 


they are but uſcleſs Servants, # 


and that all their ſufficiency 
floweth from that overflow- 
ing Fountain of all power, 
goodneſs, and mercy. 


3. And if without faith | 


 'tis impoſlible to pleaſe God, 3 


we haveall reaſon to ſay they 


are moſt acceptable to his } 
eyes, {ince they ſhow by their 2 
works their Faith is a ſaving # 
and living Fath, Who-ever * 


hath conversd with them 
more intimately, and will 
peak 1mpartially what he 
ſ\.hinks of their Life and Con- 
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verſation, ſhall eaſily aſlcnt [5 


to this, and confeſs ingenu- | 


ouſ]lythey are the beſt repre- 
fenta- 
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ſentatives of the Primitive 
Chriſtians, fo real you {hall 
find them 1n their intentions, 
ſo fincere in their words, and 
upright 1n all their proce- 
dures 

10. How than can Roma- 
niſts without the guilt of an 
extream uncharity, impoſc 
{o pitifully upon the ignorant 
fort, cauſing them to beheve 
on their bare word and au- 
thority, without the leaſt ra- 
tional inducement 1magina- 
ble, that no 'Proteſtarts are 
Elects, that to be a Repro- 
bate and a Proteſtant, is one 
and the ſame thing? Are they 
God's Counſellors ? Adviſeth 
he with them who is to be ſa- 
ved, and whonot? If a raſh 


judgment be a ſm, as un- 
G3 doub- 


( 30 ) 
doubtedly *tis, they are not 
innocent, when raſhly and 
upon groundleſs grounds, 
they condemn {ſo unmerct- 


fully their Neighbours, who | 
are as good, it not better # 


than themſelves. 

I1. Believe they not all 
the Fundamental points , 
whatever 1s containd in the 
Creeds and Scripture ? And 
it acts of Divine Love have 
been ever thought neceſlary, 
and ſuftcient means to the at- 


taining of our laſt end; ' 


where ſhall we find a grea- 
ter aptitude, and better dif- 
poſitions to ſuch acts, thana- 
moneg(t Proteſtants? 

12. As Ignoti nulla cupido, 
There 1s no Love without 
Knowledge: Themore know- 


ledge 


[ 
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ledge we have of, and the 
greater perfections we dilco- 
ver in the object we tye our 
hearts to, our loves ordina- 
rily ſo much the more ar- 
dent. The Reformed Church- 
es have this advantage avove 
all others: They read tie 
Scriptures, and command 
them to be read by all ther 
Subjects z whereby they at- 


tain to a high knowledge of 


Gods infinite Power, Cle-._.. 


mency, Wisdom, Mercy, and 
his otker attributes: Their 
underſtanding thus enlight- 
ned, their will takes eaſily 
hre,and burns with a flame 
of true Divine Love: The 
Origine whereof, no otier 
but that not ordinary know- 
ledge of God they attain to 

C 4 by 
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by reading often and medita- 
ting frequently his infallible 
Word: Which I know cer- 
tainly to be wanting amongſt 
Romaniſts, becauſe of their 
{Iight performance, or rather 
intire neglect of ſuch a Chri- 
{tian duty. 

13. Out of theſe forego- 
ing reflextons the Charitable 
and Impartial Reader may 
ealily gather,they go ſtreight 
on their Journey,andnot one 
ſtep out of the way, who 
torſaking Popery imbrace Pro- 
teftancy 3 and it any Romaniſt 
doubt yet of thisſelf-evident 
truth, I ſhall be at the pains 
to convince him once more, 
by an argument beyond the 
reach either of a rationalan- 
{wer or flat denyal, it runs 
hus, ad hominer. 14. 


(33) 
I4. The learnedeſt ſort © 


Romaniſts teach it lawful 
and ſecure in Conſcience to 


{ ſquare our actions by the 


a . re re <8" v_ IT AL TEIN, : 
Þ = . #2, "7. EY - SE ge.” th 
» \}/ <2 3 Be xd 1 lhe AMY "8 


' 
1 


f 


rule of a probable opinion, 
yea the Jeſuits hold it ſafe, to 
ſtand to that opinion which 
is leſs ſure, and participates 
leſs of probabtlity than the 
oppolite, though 1n reality 


\urci and more probable; 


their reaſon 1s, becauſe &man- 


ſo doing, acts prudently, and 
conſequently f1ns not. 

I5. But the main and ma- 
terial point, is to know what 
is underſtood by a probable 
opinion : The Romanilts ge- 
nerally, and I think none can 
deny it, mean by a probable 
opinion, that which learned 
and p10us men hold yr fol- 

owe. 
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low : For if they be pious, 
godlineſs and piety will be 
their ſole aim 4n all their pra- 
ices; if learned, they will 
believe nothing without ſut- | 
ficient grounds and good 
reaſon ; this definition of a 1 
probable opinion laid as a 
confeſs'd Principle and im- ? 
moveable ground-ſtone, I * 
build thereon this enſuing, 
clear, and ſhort Diſcourſe. * 
16. Who-ever follows a 
probable opinion, fins not, * 
does neither raſhly, nor 1m- 
prudently, but who holds 
that Proteſtants may be ſaved, 
follows a probable opinion, | 
ergo, he (ins not, he neither ) 
does raſhly nor imprudently | 
in ſo doing. The ſecond 
profoſition I prove, argn- 
ment 


C95 ) 


mento ad hominem, 19vinct- 
bly thus, that opinion 1s pro- 
bable which 1s believed, and 
defended by learned and pt- 
ous men, that Proteitants 


F- may be ſaved, tis believ'd 


and defended by learned and 
pious men, ergo *'tis a proba- 
ble opinion, and by a neceſ- 


- ſary inference _ be fol- 


lowed and believ'd without 


the leaſt appearance etther of: -. 


ſin, raſhneſs, or tmpru- 
dence. 

17. The middle propoſi- 
tion 1s not unlike to a felt- 
evident principle, and on this 
account can be denyed by 
none as have their Wits a- 
bout them, or ſo much ot- 
common ſence and under- 
{tanding as to fee ag 

the 


( 36 ) 
the terms *tis enounc'd in : 
Dare they ſay ProteiFants 


are neither pious, nor lear- 
ned ? 


Auditum admiſſe riſun tence 
atis amici, 


[ am perſwaded they will be 
albam'd of ſuch a childiſh and 
groundleſs anſwer : For if 
they be neither pious nor 
learned, they muſt then both 
be wicked and ignorant, I 
know no middle, this muſt 
be their inference, which is ſo: 
pitiful that the meer recital. * 
of ſuch an extravagancy is a: ? 
fall and intire refutation | 
thereof, enarraſſe , refutaſſe. 


ef. 
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13, But ſure I am, they 
will grant willingly their own 
Divines tobe both pious and: 
learned men, yet they teach, 
and I was taught by them, 
that all Proteſtants are not 
Reprobates : To underſtand 
this *tis obſervable they di- 
ſtinguiſh two forts of Prote- 


ftants, the one they call 


material, and th' other we 
may call for diſtinftion's ſake, 
formal. The Material Pro- 
teſtants are bred up in an 1n- 
vincible ignorance of what 
the Romaniſts think necellary 
to Salvation, as the belief of 
Tranſubſtantiation, of Pur- 
gatory, and the like: In an. 
tgnorance, I ſay, invincible, 
becauſe living in the midſt of 


Proteitants, they are ſuppo- 
» LRey P MY 


(39 ) 
ſed to want all opportunity 
of inſ{truftion, and fo mult 
rely on their Paſtors authori- 
ty: To theſe they extend 
their charity, and grant they 
may beſaved; they are not 
ſo merciful to th* others, who 
live they fay ina vincible ig- 
norance of Catholick traths, 
which they may eaſily diſpel 
and overcome, but will not 
through wiltulneſs and obſti- 
nacy. 

I9, But to ſuch alſol ſhall 
cauſe them to. be favourable, 
and by a parity of reaſon, 
paritate rationzs, torce them 
to impart,will they, nill, they 
a part of their Charity : Be- 
cauſe generals produce not 
ſuch a clear knowledge as 
particulars do, I ſhall take 


this 


( 39 ) 


this particular, the Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, for inſtance : 
The belief of this myſtery, 
fayes the Romanist, 18 nece(- 
fary to Salvation, yet confe(- 
feth a Material Proteſtart 
may be ſaved without it, be- 
cauſe he hveth1n an invinct- 
ble ignorance, occafion*d by - 
his want of opportunity to - - 
be inſtrufted : But the For- 
mal Proteſtant upon another__ 
account liveth hikewſe in an 
invincible ignorance of this. 
neceſſity, becauſe the Rea- 
ſons he 1s convincd by are 
ſtronger in his opinion than 
yours, and ſo you ſhal] never 
fluence him by your argu- 
ments to believe, acknow- 
ledge, or underſtand the 


contrary; what then the 
want 
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want of inſtruftion or under- 
ſtanding worketh in the Ma- 
terial Proteſtants, this wit ef- 
fectuates in thoſe whom for 
method's ſake we have called 
formal: If thoſe, I mean the 
former, be guiltleſs, becauſe 
hearing nothing of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, they cannot aſ- 
ſent to. the exiſtency thereof, 
theſe are not to be blamed, 
for though they hear of ſuch 
a myſtery, yet their under- 
ſtanding. 1s conquer'd by 
lights deſtructive to it, which 
difcovering to them clearly 
the truth of this Negative, 
there is no Iranſubſtantiation, 
remove far from their 4n- 
tellective faculty, the know- 
ledge of this Poſitive, there 
is a Tranſubſeantiation, 

20, I 
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20. I lay then they are not 
to be blam'd, becauſe *tis not 
in the power of the will to 
torce upon our underſtand- 
ing the belief of a known 
falſhood, or of what appears 
to us evidently falſe; to con- 
clude asI have begun, pars- 
tate rationis, by a parity of 
reaſon, ſince the Romaniſts, 
becauſe of the foreſaid invin- 
cible 1gnorance, grant to 
ſome Proteſtants a capacity of 


being ſaved, unleſs they be--- -- 


lye themſelves, they will not 
refuſe the ſime to thoſe 1n 
whom we meet with a like 
invincible 1gnorance, yea 
more and harder to be over- 


come, as may appear by what 
I have ſaid, 


— 


21. [ 
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21. I foreſee the Roma- 
iit may reply, that thoſe 
Proteſtants he hath no chari- 
ty for, are ſuch as reſiſt the 
known truth, for inſtance, 
they are perſwaded the argu- 
ments in favour of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation are better groun- 
ded than theſe, they oppoſe 
again(t it : So they ſhall not 
be ſaved through their own | 
misbetief, wilfulneſs, and ob- | 
{tinacy in error : To which | 
I make this ſhort and ſatisfa- 
Ctory anſwer, that ſuch men | 
are not true Proteſtants of | 
whom only we ſpeak, but | 
rather abominableHypocrites | 
profeſling outwardly a Do- Q 
arine they judge in their 
hearts faiſe and erroneous. ® 
This Obje&tion than vaniſh- *, 
eth, 
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eth, as being de ſubjeFo non 


ſupponente, grounded on a 


falſe ſuppoſition. 


SECT. II. 


I. Þ Have proved politive- 

ly, and I think to per- 
ſwaſion, if preoccupation be 
laid aſide, the undeniable 
truth of my firſt Principle, 
that Proteſtants may be fa- 


ved: For the Readers intire-- -- 


ſatisfaction, I ſhall make out 
the ſame in a Negative way, 
by ſhowing to all not will- 
fully blind, there can be no 
let or hinderance to- their 
Salvation z what-ever Ro- 
maniſts can inſtance asincon- 


ſiſtent 


( 44 ) 


ſiſtent with their attaining to 
eternal happineſs, may bere- 
duc'd either to Schiſm or He- 
reſ1e, and that either jointly 
or ſeverally : After an im- 
partial ſcrutiny of their beſt 
grounds of {uch foul aſperfi- 
ons, I found them all to be 
groundleſs, unwarrantable, 
and inſufficient, 

2, Schiſm is a ſeparation # 
from the true Church of God, | 
Proteitants are not ſeparated 
from the trueChurch of God, 
ergo, they are not guilty of | 
# Schiſm, they are not Schil- 
maticks: All generally con- 
feſs the Chriſtians of the three 
firſt Centuries, to have been | 
the conſtituent Members of 
Chniſt's true Church ; from 
theſe the Proteſtants are not 
ſepara- 
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ſeparated either in belieÞ 
manners,or Eccleſiaſtical Diſ- 
cipline, = could prove to 
the conviction of the moſt 
ohſtinate, had it not been 
perform'd abundantly, and 
more than once by others : 
The ſame cannot be ſaid of 
the Romaniſts, fince they 
have admitted of many no- 
veltiesnever heard of in theſe 
Primitive times, ſuch are in 
invocation of Saints, adora- 
tion of the conſecrated Wa- 


fer, Image-worſhip, Popes 


Supremacy, &*c. So if they 
ſtand to the ſame Fundamen- 
tals with the Church 1n her 
pureſt age, 'tis certain they 
have added thereunto, and 
are guilty of divers Super- 
ſtructures which the I. 

ar tc 
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ants were never, and can- 
not be accus'd of: But *tis 
not ſo much my deſign in this 
place to charge Komaniſts as 
to juſtifie Proteſtants, and 
thoſe who embrace Prote- 
ſtancy. 

3. They will perhaps ſay 
we are Schiſmaticks, becauſe 
ſeparated from the Church 
of Rome : But 

I. The Church of Rome 
1s a particular one, and a 
member only of the Univer- 
ſal Church. 

2. As 1t now ſtands, 'tis 
not our rule, but that 
undoubted of Chriſtian 
Church in the Primitive 
times without ſpot or ble- 
maſh. 


2. This 


(47) 
3. This afperſion of Schiſm 
{mites rather themſelves ; 
For thoſe only we call Schif- 
maticks who are guilty of 
diviſion and breach of unity, 
by doing that which is the 
true Jha thereof : That the 
meanelt capacities may un- 
derſtand this, let them take 
notice of what follows: If 
my body were united or 
cloſely joining to yours , 
would ye not be judg'd the |} 
true cauſe of our ſeparation, ---| 
it ye put any thing between 
you and me hindring this 
union? ſo you are the true 
Separatiſt, not I, becauſe you 
have thruſt me from you by 
that middle Obſtacle you 
# have plac'd betwixt us both, 
= whichunleſs firſt removed, 1 
; cn. 


— 


(43 ) 
cannot unite my body to 
yours again. 

4. This is downright our 
preſent caſe if well under- 
ſtood : The Proteſtants and 
Romaniſts were once two 
united bodies 1n the pure age 
of the Church, in t!:efe hap- 
py times when $1perſtition 
had not as yet g-11d a foot 
of ground amor -:t Chrifti- 
ans, they were one People, | 
anima una corumni;, oneSoul, | 
and one Heart : 5utat length | 
the Romaniits (ct: up betwixt 
us and them, 17:41 aheneum, 
an invincible obitacle, a heap 
of errors deſtructive both to 
union and unity, ſoit we be 
{ſeparated now, who were 
formerly united , tis evi- 
ucntly by their fault we could 


«as 
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not perſevere in union with 
them becauſe of this middle 
wall that did ſeparate us, let 
them throw. 1t down as they 
are oblig'd in conſcience to - 
do, and we (hall draw up tc- 
gether and joyn them cloſe 
again: Since then they gave 
a juſt occaſion, yea, and are 
the true cauſcs of this ſepara- 
tion, they are the Sepafa- 
tiſts and true Schiſmaticks, 
not we. 


5, As for Herelie let Ro- __ 


manifts (ay what they pleale, 
it can't with the leaſt appear- 
ance of truth be laid to our 
charge : He 1s not guilty of 
that crime, who defends ob- 
ſtately any opinion what- 
{omever, ee all Schook-men 
| D and 
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and Divines ſtanding ſtifly 
to their own fancys in Do- 
Erinal points, would be reck- 
on'd Hereticks: Such be 


thoſe only who deny flatly 


and with obftinacy Divine 
Truths or Articles of Faith, 
which-cannot be imposd up- 
on- ProteiFants without inju- 
{tice, ignorance, and calum- 


ny. I: 
6: They deny indeed Ge- 


* neral Councils to be infallible 


in their decilians, but their 
infallibility 1s no Article of 


Faith, elſe Auſtiz was a He- 


retick ; ' aſlerting, 


Tom. 6.1.2 & General Counctls 


Con. Danat. : 
. * gathered out of 


« all the 'Chriftian World, 
« are often correqed, the 
& tormer by the latter 5 cor- 
| rection 


\ 
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rection of a Council un- 
doubtedly ſuppoſeth a pre- 
cedent error and a Council 
to be errable, as every one 
underſtands : that knows any 
thing : On the ſame account 
he ſpeaks after this manner to 
Maximian, an Arian Bi- 
** ther ous J 
« Ney Ou | Aaſt. con. 

© I to inſtance - 7108 "" 
« Council of Nice, 


*<© nor thou the Council of 7, 


* Arizene, to take advan- 


* tage thereby," for nenher T 


<*am bound by.the authorky 
&< of thisnor thou of chats {ct 
© matter with matter, caaſe 
«with cauſe, reafon with rea» 
< {on,' try the matter by the 
*.authonty of Divine Scrip- 
** tures, 

D 2 7. An 
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7. An Article of Faith muſt 
either be clearly contain'd in 
Scripture, or according to 


the aaa. declared ex- 
0 


preſly by ſome of their Ge- 
fieral Councils: But that Ge- 
neral Councils are infalliblein 
their Deciſions, 1s neither 
contain'd clearly 1n Scrip- 
tures, let them tell us in what 
Part, Book, Chapter, Verle, 
nor is it determin'd in any of 
the eighteen General Coun- 
cils, they acknowledge as the 
rules of their Faith; none 
can be inſtancd, where this 
hath been decided : Upon 
what grounds then hold t 
this as a Divine Truth, whic 
1s nothing elſe but a fanciful 


opinion hindering them to 
follow Anſtir's advice, toſet 
Matter 
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matter with matter, caufe 
with cauſe, reaſon with rea- 
ſon, to try the matter by the 
authority of Divme Scrip- 
tures. 

8. The general Councils 
are ſo far from pretending to 
be infallible Jacges of con- 
troverſial Debates, 
that in a ſet form - 071% 
of Prayer appoint= 
ed to be ſaid after every 
Council, they pray that God 
would _ their ignorance, 


and pardon their errors: and 


if they curſe and anathematize 
ſuch as reje& their decifions, 
this arguesnot they arrogate 
to themſelves any infallibility 
in deciding, for the ſame is 
the praftice of Provincial and 
Particular Councils "_ who 

D 3 _ 
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neither pretend to be, nor 
are look'd upon by the Ro- 
maniſts asintallible Judges. 
9, This undeniable truth 
ts of greater moment than 
perhaps it appears to be of 
at firſt: For if the General 
Councils be not infallible 
when they decide 1n matters 
of Faith, none of their deci- 
ſions can be holden by Ro- 
maniitsas divine and reveald 
truths, unleſs they be evi- 
dently conformable to God's 
written Word: Wherefore 
receive they not the definiti- 
ons of a private man as re- 
veal'd Oracles? the reaſon is, 
becauſe they know he 1s falli- 
ble and lyableto error : Now 
the ſame being the condition 
and tareat General Councils, 
©: ds they 


( 55 9 
they muſt of neceſſity cont. fs, 
they impoſe no obligation 
upon us to believe their dect- 
ſions as Articles of Divine 
Faith : Who then rejects as 
Proteſtants do Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, Invocation of Saints, 
Image-worſhip, Power of 
Popes to depoſe Princes , 
Prayer for the dead, and all 
other points we yield not to 


the. Romaniits, deny's only 


what 1s aſſerted by errable 


Councils, and conſequently 


no Articles of Divine Faith, 
we are therefore notoriouf- 
ly calumniated, when on this 
account we are called by 
Papifts obſtinate 1n error and 
Hereticks. 

10. But how fayes the Ro- 
m4niiF? (hall we reſolve our 
D 4 doubts 
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doubts in matters of Faith, if 
weacknowledpe not the de- 
finitionsof General Councils 
as divine and mfallible Ora- 
cles? You was told before by 
S. Auſtin how to behave 1n 
this caſe : I repeat his words, 
ſet matter with matter, ſayes 
he, cauſe with cauſe, reaſon 
with reaſon, try the matter 
by the authority of Divine 
Scriptures, never yet corrup- 
ted in material points, nor e- 
ver {hall by Gods eſpecial and 
neceſſary Providence over 
his Church 3 it then you 
read his Intallible Word with 
true hunulity and a ſincere 
celire of your own ſpiritual 
profit, he will open yourun- 
derſtanding , refolve your 
(cruples, give repoſe to your 

conſci- 


(9 ) 


conſcience, and as great in- 
fight in his Word as he knows 
to be convenient for your 
ſpiritual) intereſt. 

I1. This method is better 
and ſecurer than that of the 
Romaniits; what-ever is de- 
cided by a lawful general 
Councl], is to them an Arti- 
cle of Faith, a reveald truth, 
a divine Oracle, but ſuch 
Councils they hold none to 
be, unleſs the Members there- 


of have been really baptiz'd, _ 


which they can never be cer- 
tain of, becauſe this depends 
on the uncertain intentions 
of thoſe who. Baptizd them : 
For they generally teach be- 
fides the. pronunciation of the 
words, I Baptize thee in the 
Name of the Father, &c. The 


(53) 
Miniſters intention to confer 
the Sacrament, is abſolutely 
neceſlary, ſo if it be wanting, 
as eaſily it may, the Child: 15 
not Baptiz'd. On the ſame 
account they are not certain 
if their Popes be Prieſts, be- 
cauſe perhaps the Bilhop who 
ordaind them, had no ſuch 
intention when he pronoun- 
ced the ſet form of ordinatt- 
on: Of this Iſhall ſay a word 
again in another place. 

- 12, Biit if' the- peneral 
Councils be not mfalhble, 
what mean the Scriptures, by 
allerting, The Gates of Hell 
{hall not prevail againſt the 
Church, the Church is the 
pillar and ground of truth 2 
To this I anſwer, There is 
nothing here as is evident re- 
lating 


(59) | 
lating to that ptetended in> 
fallible deciſive faculty of 
General Councils : The firſt 
Propoſitionfigniftzth only the 
true Church ſhall have an 
ext{tency and being to the 
end of the World, mangre 
the oppoſition of TFyrants, 
Perfecutors, and all v4 Ene- 
mies, though it may fall out 
ſhe be not always viſible in 
any Afﬀembly or Congre- 
gation: As mt happend to 
the Primitive Church-at Je---- 
ruſalem, when: all her Mem- 
bers were ſcattered abroad 
throughout the Regions of 
Fudeaand Samarin s 
as tt happend when A#8. i. 
Chriſt was ſmitten, 
and all the rcft were hid, as 
it happen'd in Els his time, 
| WO 
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{ who thought he was left a- 

' lone, not knowing where 
j th other ſeaven thouſand 
| true Worſhippers of God 
Þ were; as it happend during 

# the Perſecution of the Ro- 

| man Emperors, and lately 
| before the General Reforma- 

'  tionof the Chriſtian World, 
4 yet the Gates of Hell pre- | 
# vaildnotagainſt the Church | 
{ becauſeſhewas everexiſtent, | 

though not viſible as now to 

| the World: Her Meetings 

| and Aſſemblysbeing of neceſ(- 

{ fityinthat junQure of affairs 
very ſecret and unknown to 
her Enemies, She is ſaid to 
be the pillar and ground of 

| truth, byreafon of Gods eſ- 

$7 pecial Providence over her 
j Children, never ſuffering 
1' them 
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them all to fail and err, but 


 ftill ſtirring up ſome or ſeve- 


ral in oppoſition to Superſtt- 
tion, Idolatry and Errors. 


(62 ) 
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ARTICLE IL. 
PRINCIPLE II. 


That Proteſtants may be 
ſaved more eaſily, and 
with greater ſecurity, 
than Romaniſts. 


Hope the foregoing Diſ- 
| courſe will be anoccaſj- 

on of moderation to the 
moſt ſevere Romaniſts, who 
reflefting impartially on'their 
former miſtakes, ralh Judg- 
ments, and preoccupated 0- 
pinions, Will convert their 
former zeal, or rather fury 


againſt 


(63) 

againſt Proteſtants, into Bro- 
therly Love and Charity. I 
ſay more, if they will be at 
the pains to conſider a mo- 
ment or two, and ſeriouſly, 
the Contents of this ſecond 
Article 3 they (ball, I doubt 
not, let go the uncertain, 
take what is ſureſt, and em- 
brace Proteſtancy, as the ea- 
fieſt and fateſt way to our 
Eternal Happineſs, ſince by 
the grace of God it wants 
theſe lets and impedimentsts 
be met with in the Profefi- 
ofnof Popery : To run over 
fome of them, with order 
and method, we ſhall take 
notice. *" TER 

1, Of their Faith” and 
Doerine. 


2, Of 


(64) 
2. Of their Divine Wor-/ 
{hip and Eccleliaſtica) Diſci- 
pline. _. 


hl— 


SECT. I. 
Their Faith and Do@Frine. 


I. HeirFaith isſo blind, 
that I have heard 

many of them ſay, if a Ge- 
neral Council had defin'd 
white to be black, they 
would believe it, whereby 
you. ſee they are diſpoſed to. 
admit. of any error, if it be 
 authorizd by a General 
Counal, though the infalli- 
bility thereof be no point of 
their Faith, asI have proved 
CVI- 


| 
© 
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evidently. in the foregoing 


Article. 


2. They believe Baptiſm 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, and none a true and re- 
al one, if the Miniſter when 
he pronounceth the words 
intends notto Baptize, which 
no doubt happens frequently, 
fince his intention may be 
ealily diverted to his other 
deſigns and affairs : Let all 
the World judge if people 
thus principled can enjoy a 
true repoſe of mind or peace 
of Conſcience, the only fore- 
talt we have in this hfe, of 
tlattocome : For how can 
they know aſluredly,whether 
the Miniſter or Prieſt really 


intended to Baptize them or 


not, and ſo they may ee” 
1 


( 66 ) 
if they be Chriſtians? for 
ſuch they grant none is to be 
accounted without true Bap- 
eiſmz and of this they can. 
have no certainty, becauſe 
they are ſtill uncertain of the 
Miniſters intention, judg'd 
by them ſo necetiary to the 
validity of this Sacrament, 
that if he intended only the 
meer pronounciation of the 
words, I Baptize thee 1n the 
name of the Father, e*c. 
The Baptiſm could be no 
more a true one than a bare, 
tivolous, and inſignificant 
Ceremony 3 what trouble 
then and turmoil of Spirit 
they muſt needs perpetually 
wreſtle with, while Profe- 
ſtants as to this point enjoy a 
perte@ Tranquility, holding 
Bap- 


(67) | 
Baptiſm independent on the 
Miniſters good or ull will,ma- 
| lice or '1ntention, provided 
P he pronounce ferioufly the 
words, and ſet form of Bap- 
tiſm, . which we cannot be 

but fure of. | 
3. I was-once eye-witneſs 
to the cruel torture of Con- 
ſcience, a Romaniſt ſuffered 
upon a doubt of hrs Baptiſm, 
occafion'd by this Komiſh 
Doctrine: We were in the 
ſame Ship together upon Sea, 
preſs d. by a furious Storm to 
think on what was our only 
concern 1n that conjuntture : 
In the mean time this Gentle- 
man ſhowing by his melan- 
choly looks the inward di- 
' ftemper of his Soul; _— 
+ 21oud, as if he had been be: 
| e 
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fide himſelf, he ſear'd to be , 
damn'd: Tquieſtion'd himon 
, what grounds he fpoke ſo 
raſhly ; becauſe, ſaid he, I 
know not whether I be Bap- 
tizd or not 3 I doubt if the 
Prieſt had any ſuch intention 
when he pronouncd the 
words commonly uſed in 
Baptiſm; I told him whate- 
ver I thought fitteſt to con- 
vince his underſtanding and 
quiet his Conſcience, but 
could not prevail, becauſe he 
knew the Council of Trert 
teacheth the Miniſters inten- 
tion tobe abſolutely neceſla- 
ry to the exiſtency of Bap- 
tiſm, 

4. On the ſame grounds 
they may doubtif theuPrieſts 
can ablolve, and be truly 
Prieſts, 


= 
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Prieſts, becauſe in their per- 
{waſion they are no Prieſts 
without the intention of the 
Biſhop that ordain'd them, 
which perhaps he had not 
when he utter'd the ſet form 
of Ordination. This minds 
me of a Biſhop lately de- 
ceas'd in France, who con- 
tels'd at his laſt hour he had 
ordain'd many , but ever 
without intention to ordain 
any : I was intimately. ac- 
quainted with one ordain'd 


" by the ſame Prelate, andT © 


am fully perſwaded if he 
were advertisd of this laſt 
confeflion of his, he would 
ſcrupleto continue a moment 
in the fun&ion of ' Pneſt- 
hood. 


5. Who 
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s. Who can reliſh, if he 
hath any ſcntiment of true 
Piety, what they teach of 
their Purgatory and purging 


fires. This Do@rine flatters 
f{inners intheir imperfections, 


cauſeth them to live more 


looſely than otherwiſe they 


would do, to make little ſcru- 
pleof theſe fins they callve- 
nial, and never eternally py- 
niſh'd : On thisaccount they 


are not ſo apprehenſive, of 


theſe Everlaſung , Torments 
we ſhould ever remember of, 
when we arefollicited to fin, 
if no higher motive can with- 
draw us from it : Hell:-I ay 
enters not ſo deeply into theie 
thoughts becauſe. they! rely 
on this third place: Andthe 
worſt of them all after an ab- 


ſolu- , 4 
7+. 
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ſolution got —_ a Prielt, 
hopes to go to Heaven, 

* not ſtreight, at leaſt a Rs 
about by Purgatory : The 
Proteitauts who belicve no 

2 middle place after death, out 
3 of Heaven or Hell, walk 
7] more cautiouſly, fear more 
God's dreadful but juſt Judg- 
ments, certain if they dye in 
the Lord, they ſhall reſt from 
their labours, if in fin they 


(hall be hable to his wrath for 
ever. - pet 1H 
6. The Scripture. is the 
true Spiritual book we:ſhould 
ſtill have in our bands, | 


Notturn! verſare man. wer- 
fare dinrnld. 


Ry } 

' Here we are tO gather that 
| Sptrt- 
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Spiritual Manna to nouriſh 
not our Bodies but our Souls, 
while we travel through the 
Wilderneſs of this wild fd 
World. Theſe ſacred Wri- 7 
tings are capable to make us 4 
wiſe unto Salvation 3 ſearch * 
the Scriptures ſaith S. John, 
for in them ye think ye have -- 
Eternal Life : Yet the Romwa- _ 
2iſts deprive the people of | 
this Spiritual Food, forbid- }; 
ing them ſeverely to read the 
Holy Scriptures, as if they 
were more hurtful than pro- 
fitable 3 hence *tis they live | 
in a deep ignorance of all 
true Chri{tian Duty, inindif- 
ferency, and lukewarmneſs, * 
without reliſh of heavenly 
things, without true devott- 
on, which isnever more ſtir- 

red 
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red up, than when we hear 
God ſpeaking in the ſecret of 
our hearts by the Divine O- 
# racles of his Holy Word. 
* 7. They cauſe the People 
$ to contemn or at leaſt to 
? have leſs veneration for Di- 
| 2? vine Scriptures, by teaching 
_ © they contain not all things 
 } necellary to Salvation, they 
_ 7 are obſcure, they are imper- 
tet. They ſcem ſometimes to 
* queſtion their Divine Origi- -- 
! nal, when they ask how we 
are ſure they are -in{pir'd by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; as if thar 
were not known to ſay no 
more by the Air, Majelty, 
2 and Simplicity of expreiiion, 
: proper to God only, as we 
- know the Kings Letters and 
' Commands to his $i ibjects by 
; 5 tis 
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Spiritual Manna to nounſh 
not our Bodies but our Souls, 
while we travel through the 
Wilderneſs of this wild & 
World. Theſe facred Wri- 7 
tings are capable to make us | 


the Scriptures ſaith S. John, 


wiſe unto Salvation 3; ſearch * 


for in them ye think ye have -- 


Eternal Life : Yet the Roma- 
7iſts deprive the people of | 
this Spiritual Food, forbid- }; 
ing them ſeverely to read the 
Holy Scriptures, as if they * 
were more hurtful than pro- 
fitable 3 hence *tis they live 
in a deep ignorance of all 
true Chr:{tian Duty, inindif- 
ferency, and lukewarmnels, 
without reliſh of heavenly 
things, without true devott- 
on, which never more ſtir- 

red 
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red up, than when we hear 
God ſpeaking in the ſecret of 
our hearts by the Divine O- 
® racles of his Holy Word. 
* 7. They cauſe the People 
$ to contemn or at leaſt to 
2 have leſs veneration for Di- 
* vine Scriptures, by teaching 
- they contain not all things 
_ © necellary to Salvation, they 
2 are obſcure, they are imper- 
tect. They ſeem lometimes to 
queſtion their Divine Origi- 
} nal, when they ask how we -- 
are ſure they are in{pir'd by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; as if oy 
were not known to ſay 
more by the Air, Mie ty, 
and Simplicity of expreition, 
: proper to God only, as we 
- know the Kings y c ctrers and 
' Commands to bi: Sabjects by 
6 +5 [:1S 
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his Seal and proper expreſſt- « 


ons, none but the King ut- 
tering himtelt after that man- 
ner : So the Holy Scriptures 
being as God's Patents and 
Letters to us, we need not 
enquire from whom they 
are, let us only diſcloſe them, 
and we ſhall inſtantly know 
their Divine Original, qzaſe 


dei ſigillo, as by God's own + 


Seal and Characters proper 
to him only, without having 
recourſe to the pretended in- 


fallible decifions of General - 


Councils, as Romaniſts do, 
who muſt run back to the 
Scriptures again to prove 
theſe deciſions infallible, and 
ſo, in circuitu ambulant, they 


nor 
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turn round in acircle without 
adyanang one ſtep. Bur tis | 
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# not ſo much my deſign to diſ- 


| pute and quarrel] with the 


| Romaniſts, as to goon peace- 
' | ably and 1n the Spirit of Chri- 
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{tian Charity, pointing out 
as with the finger, the great 
Obſtacles to perfeCtion they 
meet with, by followmg 
blindly the Maxims of Pope- 
ry: I add only here their 
Prayers in an unknown 
Tongue unfruitful as S. Par! 
ſaith, to the underſtanding, 
15 not a ſmall let to Piety and 


Devotion 3 what Spiritual = 


Conſolationcan the 1gnorant 
ſort reap at Maſs, or as they 
call 1t, Divine Service , by 
hearing the Pricſt praying 
they know not what ? unleſs 
they hold agamſt common 
lence and reafon, that 12no- 
K 2 rance 
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rance is the Mother of Plety 
and Devotion. 

38. Their Dodrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, is on ſe- 
veral accounts dangerousand' 
eninaring. 

Firſt,. It deſtroys all evt- 
dence gtounded on the ex- 
perimental knowledge of our 
ſenſes, and makes void the 
proof Chriſt made uſe of to 

his Apoſtles, in aim 
Luk. 24-32 to Convince them 

he was not a Spirit; 
Handle we, ſayes he, and ſee, 
for a ſpirit hath not Fleſh and 
Bones as ye ſee me have, which 
can be no conviction to Ro- 
maniits, who both ta (t, han- 
dle, and ſee bread in the Ex- 
cnariſts it they will truſt their 
own ſenſes as our Saviour in 


ET] 


a not unlike caſe deſir'd hts 
Diſciples to truſt to theirs, 
yet deny flatly what they ſee, 
taſt, and handle, to be Bread, 
againſt their own and the ex- 
perience of all men not blind 
of both eyes: Our Saviours 
Proof, I ſay, that he was not 
a Spirit, ſhall never influence 
a Papiſs to Conviction, for 
though the Apoſtles could 
both ſee and handle our Sa- 
viour's Body, nevertheleſs 
tis no necellary inference by 


their Doctrine of Tranſlub-- © 


{tantiation, that Chriſt's Bo- 
dy was there 3 may they not 
ſay the Apoſtles could touch, 
handle, and fee the appear- 
ance only thereof , as they 
handle, and feethe accidents 


oaf®Bread, and not really 
E 3 Bread 


(78 ) | 
Bread in the Exchariſt in their \. 
opinion of this Sacrament, |; 
which taketh quite away the : 
force of Chriſt's argument + 
grounded on the meer Te- * 
{timony of our ſenſes and fa- 
vours, the Marcioniſts deny- 
ing he had ever a true and re- 

al body ? 

I ſhall ſay yet ſomething - 
more ſurprizing, but no leſs 
true than what I have ſaid be- 
fore. T his Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. 1. Eſtabliſheth 
that old and odd fancy of 
ſome doting Philoſophers, 
who doubted of all things 


» 
: 


how evident ſoever. 2. *Tis 


evidently deſtructive to the 
whole body of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion : In order to prove 


epodiically theſe two Pb- 
poli- 


C99 3 


poſitions, I muſt ſuppoſe a 
Third one, as a ſelf-evident 
Principle, and whence they 
both flow as from their only 
ſource, That our Senſes in the 
Euchariſt, are deceiv/ d iz and 
about their proper objed -; 
which I think can be denyed 
by no Romaniſts, ſince they 
confeſs, though they ſee all 
the appearances of true 
Bread, that nevertheleſs there 
ts no ſuch ſubſtance in the 
Euchariſt, but the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, under the 
veils of Bread and Wime : F 
ſee nothing, I taſt nothing, I 
touch nothing in a Conſe- 
crated Wafer, but what my 
ſenſes are ſenſible of in an 
unconfecrated one, but ſaith 


the Romaniſt, I muft not 
ſtand 


.* 
. 
> 
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o 

* 
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teach usto the contrary ; they 


( T0) yp 
ſtand 1n this caſe to the judg- 4 
ment of my ſenſes, what I ** 
ſee, touch, and taſt, after 
the Confecration, 15no more 4- 
in reality Bread, what-ever 

the conſtant and experimen- ; 
tal knowledge of our Senſes * 


will grant then I hope they 
are deceivd, and miltake 
their own proper object ; 
but perhaps becauſe they 
forcſee the dangerous conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Conceſlion, 
{vme will be apt to run to a 
School!-diltinction, 1n aim to 
detend with a {now of rea- 
ſon this (elf-evident falſhood, 
that our Senſes in "the caſe 
here handlcd are not decei- 
ved as to their proper Ob- 
ject : They miy diſtinguiſh, 
tancy, 


. "F . 
"wx 
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fancy, two ſort of ObjeRs, a 
Mediate one, and another 


! Immediate, the Immediate 
one 1s, the colour, ſhape, 
| quantity, and other accidents 


or appearances of Bread, the 
Mediate one 1s the ſubſtance 
it {clf; our Senſes, ſay they, 


miſtake not the former, be- 


caule the accidents are the 
ſame both before and after 
the Conſecration, but ſure 
am, they miſtake the latter, 
it being now by their Princi- 
ples ;nviſibly changed into 
the Body of Chriſt: This di- -- 
{tinction then cannot ſerve 
their turn, Let them torture 
their diſcurſive taculty never 


{o-much, they [hall never -be 


able to prove wr our Senſes 
are not. truly deceiv'd, re- 
'J yp prolcnt- 


. 
PR 
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( 82 ) | 


preſenting to us as Bread, = 
what really,it we believe the 2 
Romaniſts, is not Bread. I” 
come now to the Concluſions 
ſpringing naturally from this 
granted Principle: If T mind ? 
to play the Pyrrhonian, and © 
doubt of every thing I have. 
from the RowiſhTranſubſtan- | 
tiation, a ground whereon 
to build this extravagancy 
whither-ſoever I dire&t my 
Gght, I can aſcertain you of 
nothing that my eye ſees: I | 
enter into a Garden, and : 
there I behold here Lillies, 
and there Rofes, I ſmell 
them, I touchthem, and yet 

I may queſtion the truth of ; 
this, and doubt if I ſee ary 
fuch thing, what if the red 
of the Roſes and the white of 


y 47 6 Food . 
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the Lillies be now by an Eu- 
chariſtick-like Miracle the 
covertures of ſome other ſub- 
ſtances that are neither Roſes 
nor Lillies; ſo perhaps *tis 
not a Roſe that I (mel), a 
Lilly that I ſee, Fire that I 
teel, an Apple thatl talt, a 
Trumpet that I hear, but 
{ome other ſubſtances 1n ther 
ſhape, and cloath'd with their 
Garments : As tits not Bread 
that I ſee in the Exchariſs, 
but another ſubſtance, towit 


Chriſt's Body and Blood un- _ 


der the accidental parts of 


Bread and Wine 3 what do 
we know bu: the whole vie 
ble Maſs of this World. ani 
all the Objects of our Senics 
are nothing clic bur mcer ac- 
culents and | S:rperficial BR e- 


ay (- 
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preſentations of things that 
perhaps were and now have 


no foundation in being, or 


never were, but have ever 
been ſupplied by God's inti- 
nite power ? Thus the Pyr- 
rhonian Triuumphs upon the 
ſame ground whereon the 
Romanist (ettles that ſtrangg 
Dod@rine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion,while the whole Body of 
Chriſtian Religion 1s as it 
were a flote and carried too 
and fro by the wind of this 
uncertain Doctrine. For if 
our Senfes may miſtake their 
own proper object, ascontel- 
fedly the Romaniſt ſayes they 
do in the Exchariſt,our Faith 
s nothing elſe but fancy and 
uncertainty: Comes 1t not 
dy hearing? Fides  exau- 
ditu ? 


< go" 


(85) 
* ditu? if than oneſence may 
* be deceivd, why may not 


 F likewiſe the other? What I 


\ # ſee in the Exchariſt is not 


y Bread; though 1t appears to 
| beſuch, perhaps what I hear 


 1snotthetrue Word of God, 


| though it ſhine with all the 
| Characters thereof: In fhne, 


ſince our Senſesare capable of 


an errour relating to their 
proper object, an eye-wit- 
neſs now can be no witneſs 
at all, or at leaſt no Convict- 


on : To what purpoſe -then-- 


did our Saviour ſhow him- 
{clf after his Reſurrection ſo 
often, and to ſo many 1n the 
day of his glorious Aſcenſion? 
In promptu cauſe eſt, the An- 
ſwer isat hand,to no purpolr, 
if our Senſes could nuſtake 
their 


(86) 
their proper objet, and 
what ſo many eye-witneſles 


ſaw and judg'd to beChriſt, 


5 
4 

ef \ 
wa 


could have been his meer 
ſhape and figure,as theMaret, 
oniſt_ pretends, with a clear 
advantage over and from the 
Romaniſts whole Doctrine 
he may eaftly make uſe of in 


defence of his error and He- - 


relte, Toconclude, it what 
appears to the eyes ofall men 
to be Bread, is no ſuch thing, 
What has been founded in the 
ears of all the World, trom 
Father to Son as a truth may 
prove a falſhood ? Our ears 
being no leſs apt to be im- 
pos'd upon than our eyes. 
Which looks luxe a mortal 
blow to all tradition of equal 
authority with Divine Scrip- 
tures, 


(87) 
tures, and I diſcover not yet 
how the Romaniit can ſhun 
it: For fince he grants we 
may all, and have been from 


\ the Cradle of the Church, 


miſtaken in what we ſee, may 
not we likewiſe be deceiv'd 
in-what we have heard from 
our Fathers,and they in what 
they have heard from their 
Fore-runners, &c. And the 
rather that an ear-witnefs is 
not ſo much to be credited 
as he that has ſeen: You judge 
by this difcourſe, what ex- 
treams theſe are forc'd into, 
who deny on fo {light 
grounds the greateſt and 
moſt ſenſible evidence,w hich 


js that of our ſenfes: But 


Chriſt's Word, fayes the Ro- 
maniſt, is my ſecurity 5 heal 
ſures 


_—_— 
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ſures us the Bread 1s chang'd 
into his bady, I enquire no. 
more: Who ſpeaks ſo for- 
gets, or knows not what is 
{aid elſewhere, /ztera occidit, 
the letter killeth, and the 
literal Senſe 1s an occaſion to 
ſeveral of groſs errors and pi- 
tiful miſtakes :- Chriſt 3s cal- 
led a Door, a Rock, a Wine 
Tree, a Lyon, e&c. We 
would be look'd upon as be- 
ſides our {elves if we aflent- 
ed to all this, as interpreted 
in the literal ſcnce, and ac- 
cording tvthc »are found of 
the words : | or as the lite- 
ral {ence of {and the like 
expreſions,;nyvlves not only 
obvious implicancys and ma- 
nifeſt ablurdicies, but 'more- 
over was conſtantly contra- 


dicted 


CT i: 
dicted by the experimental 
knowledge of ſuch as were 
ſo happy as to ſee Chriſt, e- 
ven ſo in our caſe,theſe words. 
this is my Body, if under- 
lrood conformably to the 
mute Letter, both repreſent 
to our mind a World of ille- 


| gal, abſurd, and irrational 


inferences, and are beſides 


.contradicted through all A- 


ges by the conſtant expert- 
ence of all ſeeing and feel- 


ing men : Let no Man ne- Y 


vertheleſs imagine weground 
our myſteries on the Teſtt- 


* mony of our Senfes; we only 


ſay nothing can be ſupposd 
as a myſtery that 1s point 
blank againſt the evidence of 
ſence and infallible expert 


ence, which cannot be retort- 
ed 


(90) 
ed again(t the myſtery of the | 
Trinity, for though we nei- 7 
ther ſee it nor feel it, yetour } 
Senles ſhew nothing to us & 
vidently deſtructive to it, - 
and on this 20count this my- * 
{tery is not againſt but above * 
the reach both of Senſe and : 
Realoy. | 

Secondly, This Dodrine 
inclineth the meaner capaci- | 
ties to idolatry, and the 
fharper wits to Hypocrifie 
and Diſſimulation: The com- 
mon People, becauſe incapa- 
ble to diſtingui(b the appear- 
ance of Bread they ſee, from 
the Body of Chriſt they ſce 
not, and being taught to a- | 
dore him hidden thus under 
the veils of Bread and Wine, 
are apt to, and no doubt 
do 


(91) 
do no Janny adore the acci- 
dents they fee, which they 
call ſometimes blaſphemouſ- 
ly, God, yea ſay commonly, 
when the Wafer is lifted up 
by the Prieſt in the midſt of 
the Maſs, oz leve Dieu, God 
is lifted, their underſtandin 
finding no paſlage lirongh 
the Conſecrated Wafer to 
Chriſt's Body. 

9. As for the ſharper ſort 


of Romaniſts when they re- _ 


flets; | 
I. On what is ſaidin Scrip- 
ture, that the Hea- 
vens mult receive 4#- 3: 22- 
Chriſt until the 
times of reſtitution of all 
things. 


2. That 
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(90) 
ed again(t the myſtery of the 
Trinity, for though we nei- * 
ther ſee it nor feel it, yetour © 
Senles ſhew nothing to us & }/ 
vidently deſtructive to it, 
and on this aocount this my- - 
{tery i not againſt but above * 
the reach both of Senſe and - 
Realoy. | 
Secondly, This Dodrine 
znclineth the meaner capaci- | 
ties to 1dolatry, and the 
harper wits to Hypocrifie 
and Diſſimulation: The com- 
mon People, becauſe incapa- 
ble to diſtingui(h the appear- 
ance of Bread they ſee, from 
the Body of Chriſt they ſce 
not, and being taught to a- | 
dore him hidden thus under 
the veils of Bread and Wine, | 
are apt to, and no doubt. 
do 


(91) 
{ do frequently adore the acci- 
3 dents they fee, which they 
2 call ſometimes blaſphemouſ- 
ly, God, yea ſay commonly, 
2 when the Wafer is lifted up 
J- 7 by the Prieſt in the midſt of 
2 the Maſs, oz /eve Dieu, God 
: 1s1ifted, their underſtandin 
: finding no paſlage throngh 
1 * the Conſecrated Wafer to 
+ Chriſt's Body. 
* 9. As for the ſharper ſort 
Ic of Romaniſts when they re-_ 
&t 7} filet; 
-2 I. On what is ſaidin Scrip- 
- : ture, thatthe Hea- 
n | vyens muſt receive 4#- 3: 22- 
e * Chriſt until the 
- | times of reſtitution of all 
| things. 


2. That 


(92) , 
| -2. That a Body can wo | 
more be without: 1ts due ex- 3 
tenſion, for example, of five ? 
or fix foot, than water with- 
out humidity, fire without * 
heat, a ſtone without hard- ® 
=” 4 
3. That the Bread cannot ' 
be miraculouſly chang'd into 
Chriſt's Body, heck all mi- * 
racles are of neceſlity viſible, 
as is clear by all thoſe we ever 
heard or read of : But here 
the ſubſtance into which the 
Bread 1s converted, 1s not vi- 
ſible : This viſibility never- 
theleſs isneceflary ina change | 
really. miraculous, as it ap- 
pears by that of water into | 
wine, of Moſes Rod into a 
Serpent, Ce. 


4. That 


( 93) 


o ® 4. That 'tis inconſiſtent 
x- 2 with reaſon to ſay Chriſt's 
ve 2 Body is at the ſame time in 
h- 13 Heaven and Earth, yea, and 
ut # 1n as many places as there be 
d- 3 all the World over Conlſe- 

# crated Wafers : Who-ever 
ot 3 underſtands theſe abſurdities, 
2 wil never, I am confident, 
1- © believe a true Tranſubſtanti- 
e, ation, though he profeſs o- 
2p therwiſe outwardly through _ 
re Hypocrifie and Diftimulati- 


e © on: The Trinity, I' confeſs, 
i- + and Hypoſtatical Upon or 
-- © the Incarnation, arg far be- 
e _ yond the reach of our reafon, 
>= _ yet becauſe they are-not the 
o * © Objects of our Senſes, we be- 
2 - heve them with leſs reluctan- 
cy, and more eaſily upon au- 

' thority; but that which hath 
CVET 
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ever been, and ſtill is evi- 
dently repugnant to the ex- 3 
perimental knowledge of all 
our Senſes, as the Tranſub- | 
ſtantiation confeſſedly is, can 
ſcarce ever be looked upon 
as a truth, by ſuch as make 
ufe of their diſcerning facul- l 
ty : The Romaniits inſtance | 


cor monly | 


theſe Words of 
Chriſt, This 3s my Body, as 
the ground of this DoErine, 
which they ſay, muſt not be 
taken in a figurative ſence, 
becauſe they are Chriſt's laſt | 
Will and Teſtament; andno 
man, neither 1gnorant nor 
malicious exprelleth his laſt 
Will by Figures and Meta- | 
phors: But here lies their 
miſtake, that theſe words, 
1Pis is my Body, are a true 
and 


(95) 
2 and real Teſtament,or C kriſ?'s 
27 Legacy to his Apoſtles : For 
2 he ſays not, I leave you my 
& Body, whichis the uſual man- 
© ner of uttermg our ſelves in 
* Teſtaments, but, This 3s my 
® Body. Tis no Teftament,than 
* as they imagine, or at leaſt 
not a proper one. 
Z 10. Their Dodtrmerelat- 
* ing to the mediation of the 
VirginMaryand other Saints, _ 
- withdraws them from ren- 
| dering to Chriſt our only 
-: Redeemer due Honour and 
; Glory ::For though there is 
! no other Name under Hea- 
| ven whereby we muſt be fa- 
ved but that of Chnit, yet 
many of them pretend to E- 
Is, ternal Happineſs by the me- 
Ie rits of the Saints and the Vir- 


g10 
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in Mary, whom they joyn Þ 

7 | ſin with Jeſ#s 1n their Viſits Z 

1; to the Sick, either crying a- ” 

1 | loud to them, or exhorting ; 

3 | the fick to pronounce Jeſus ® 

| | Maria, as if they judgd * 

19 4 Chriſts merits inſufficient, or © 

B18} | that ſome other Name, than *' 

Ei-4. | that of Chriſt our Advocate, *' 

with the Father, could be a 

| PETE for our Sins ; 

" ence 'tis they extol ſo much | 
'J! their meritoriousworks, that 
| '; we havereaſon to ſay, they 

Fl round thereon their belt | 
i a of the other Life ; at 
leaſt *tis certain, the ſimple 
| undiſcerning lort relys more 
on what they do than 'on 


il | EF. 

h what Chriſt did for them, I 
j mean more upon their good 
Fl works than on his infinite me- 


ts and mercys. SECT. 


if > 
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SECT. IL 


17 heir Divine Worſhip and Ec- 
cleftaſtical Diſcipline, : 


is 1. Heir manner of Di- 
# vine Worſhip is not 
= unlike- that of the ancient 
Heathens.and on this account 
1sfar fromthe purity of the 
: Primitive Church ; They a- 
> dore God in Piftures and 
* Images, as he was adored by 
the Weathens in the Sun, 
Moon, and other leſs noble 
Creatures, or rather to ſpeak 
:1n their - own terms, they 
worlhip thole Images as re- 
preſentations of that inviſt- 


F ble 
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ble and Soveraign Being, we 
call God : Though this was 
ſeverely puniſhed 1n the [ſra- 
elites wor{hipping the Gol- 
den Calf as a repreſentation 


4 
-_ 
. 


; 


of God, for I cannot ima- | 


gine they ador'd it asa true 
God, unleſs you ſuppoſe they 
were as void of reaſon as it 
was; if then this Worſhip 
of theirs be looked upon by 


all as Idolatry, what may 


we judge of that Romiſh I- 
mage Worlhip the very ſame, 
orat leaſt in nothing-material 
differing from it ? 

2. Images are commonly 
called the Books of Igno- 
rants, but in my judgment 
they deſerve rather tobe de- 
nominated the Books of Ig- 
norance, becauſe they occa- 
fion 


Co 


- 
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5 rors: Asfor inſtance, anOld 
: Man repreſenting God the 
* Father, a Dove the Holy 


* haveindeed ſome ſuch ſhape. 


=> this 


> able, that Proteitants -ſerve-- —- 
p God more in {pirit and truth 
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7 fion often miſtakes and er- 


Ghoſt, are apt to make the 
ignorant ſort believe they 


I ſhall not conteſt here about 
point, becauſe it hath 
been diſcuſs'd ſo often by o- 
thers: One thing only I ſhall 
ſay, which I thiak 1s undeni- 


than Ro-2ani/ts do : Becauſe 
they make their Audreiles to 
him immediately, without 
having recourſe to ang, 
or imploring the hclp © 

Saints as Mediators : 1 wE 
they anſwer this by diltinguj- 
ſhing a relative andSov eraign 

F 2 \W or! Sorrey 
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Worlkip. The former they 
allow to Images, the latter 
ro God only : But 
Firſt, This relative Wor- 
{hip was condemn'd and pu- 
niſh'd in the Iſraelites, as I 
have infinuated above. 
And Secondly, They adore 


Q 
p? 
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by 


if 


y 
i” 
© 
-» 
> 


confeſlledly the Croſs, cults | 


latrie, with that Soveraign 


cult belonging to God on- | 


ly: What then can they 1n- 
{tance in defence of their 1n- 
nocency? I mult as yet tell 
them in this place 3 

3. They fall ſhort of the 
end they aim at, in covering 
the inſide of their Churches 
with rare Pictures, and Ima- 


ges of .exquiite Artifice | 


their aim 6s, as Icharitably 


ſuppoſe, to ſtir upthe people. * 


thereby 


; 
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thereby to greater devotion, 


7 Butwe find by experience a 


quite contrary effect 3 they 
are diverted from Prayer,by 
that great variety of alluring 
objects they have before their 
eyes, you may fee them in 
their Churches more gazing, 
for the moſt part, than pray- 
ing: At leaſt, certain it 1s, 
the common fort 1s with- 
drawn by ſuch outward 
ſhows, from uniting their 
hearts to God by fervent 


Prayer : The uſe” of Images” -* 


then, 1s not ſo great a helpto 
Devotion, as the Romaniſts 
do fallly imagine. 

4. Nevertheleſs their 1I- 
mage-worſhip, though to be 
rejected, is not (o intollera- 


ble as their adoration of the 
E'3 Con- 


(102 ) 
Conlecrated Water ; becauſe 
belides what I have faid be- 
fore, it may happen, and [ 
am of opinion very trequent- 
ly, that their Prieſts either 
want the necelfary intention, 
or intirely forget, or deligh- 
edly will not Conlccrate the 
Watfcr : In this caſe meer un- 
conſecrated Bread 1s adord, 
and expos'd on their Altars 
to the publick Cult; Will 
they lay this 1s no inconvent- 
ency, though the People may 
be cuiltleſs becauſe of their 
invincible ignorance, and 
{trong imagination of Chriſt's 
Body really there exiſtent. 
The thought of this accident, 
which no doubt happens fre- 
_ quently, with-draweth ſeve- 
ral Romaniits from yielding 


to 


( 103 ) 
to the Wafer, that Soveraign 
Cult, due to God only. 

5, There is another 1n- 
conveniency, not unlike the 
precedent, 1n a fort of Wor- 
{hip ordinary amongſt Ro- 
maniſts: They honour the 
Relicks of Saints, as their 
Bones, Garments, and Par- 
celsof their Bodies, they ex- 
poſe them to the;publick Czlt 
on their Altars, they carry 
them with a ceremonious 
_ pompain their ſolemn Procet- ].. 
f1ons: But whar if thele Re- 
licks be of Men that are not 
in Heaven? Forl ſuppole 'tis 
no Article of their - Faith, 
that whom the Pope Cano- 
mzeth, as they ſpeak, is not 
a Reprobate ; ſince his infal- 


libility was never yet declar- 
F 4 ed 
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ed by any of their eighteen 
General Councils, he 1s not 
infallible, when he declares 
this man to bein Heaven, or 
that Woman to be a Saint : 
Perhaps then you 1nvocate a 
damn'd Soul, you kneel be- 
fore the Bones of a Repro- 
bate, you ask help from thoſe 
whom God has rejected 
than which I can imagine no- 
thing more abſur'd : If this 
were well refleed on by the 
—_— they would not 
be ſo forward in worſhip- 
ping the remainder of the 
dead, 

6. *Tisnow full time, leſt 
I exceed the bonds I have ſet 
to my (elf, to ſpeak one word 
of their Eccleſiaſtical Diſci- 
pline: When I conſider be- 
ſides, 
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ſides, the Written Law of 
God, how many and how 
heavy Obligationsthe Rowiſh 
Church __—_ upon her 
Subjects, I am tully convin- 
ced pour Popery 1s jultly cal- 
led, and without exaggerati- 
on, a meer fJavery; the 
Crown'd heads arely able to 
it, no leſs, yea ratner more 
than others: Moſt of Ro- 
manizt Divines teach with- 
out any warrant, either from 
Scripture or r ealon; the Popes 
of Rome have power to de- 
pole Princes, untye their 
Subje&s from their ſworn al- 
leglance, to give their Do- 
minions, primo Occipant , 
to ſuch as can conquer them 
if they retule to purge their 
Kinzdomsoft opinion: pid 2-4. 
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by Romariſts Heretical, This 


you may fee at large in the 
Council of Lateraz, held un- 


der Innocent the third, third | 


Chapter. 
7. The Romiſh Church 


en{laves ſo far the under- 
ſtanding of her Followers, as | 


to forbid them the uſe of that 
rational faculty God has be- 
ftowed upon us, chiefly to 
find out by its light the true 
Church, and having found 
Kt to govern our ſelves there- 
in by the ſame, toſearch the 
Scriptures,to try the Spirits if 
they be of God or not, leſt 
we be carried away by the 
wind of allſort of Doctrine. 
But thisis not permitted to 
the Romaniſts, they mult 
pull out their eyes and ſay, 

whine 


| 
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white 1s black, if a General 
Council, though never as yet 
proved by them infallible, 
affirm it : This occafion'd an 
ancient Philoſopher to call 
the Chriſtian Religion, the 
Religion of Fools, not be- 
cauſe they believe things a- 
bove the reach of Humane 
Reaſon ; for that is no folly, 
but on this account, that 
ſome of them, to wit the 
Romaniits, believe as twas 
znſtanc'd in the Exchariſt, or 
Lord's Supper, that which's ” 
contradicted by thes experi- 
mental knowledge of all. our 
Senſes. "5 
8. 'I was a Liberty and 
Priviledge of the Primitive 
Church, asS. Paul  __ 
witnefſeth to the 2+. ;:. 
Corinttians 
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Corinthians, that whatſoever 
1s ſold in the Shambles, what- 
ever 1s ſet before us we may 
eat, asking no queſtion for 
Conſcience-ſake, that every 
Creature of God is good, and 
nothing to be refuſed, if it be 
received with Thankſgiving ; 
the Roman Church has taken 
away this Priviledge, and 
commands abſtinence from 
Meats, ordains Faſts obſer- 
ved moſt pun&ually by ſome 
of them, falſely pecſwaded 
the beſt part of Chriſtian 
perfection conſiſts in ſuch 1n- 
diſcreet Rigors, not know- 
ing that true vertue conſiſts 
mainly 1n an intire Victory, 
we ſhould endeavour to get 
over our own Paſhions, our 


molt dangerous, becauſe Do- 
meltick 
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meſtick Enemys: So many 
commanded Faſts as we ſee 
in the Romiſh Church, under 
the pain of Mortal Sin, are 
no doubt, an occaſion of ſin 
and diſobedience to many, 
who think themſelves obli- 
ged in Conſcience to obſerve 
them as injun&ions of their 
Church : Cardinal Be/armine 
that Renown'd Romanis?, 
was of this opinion : 'Tis re- 
ported, he was wont to ſay, 
that if 'ere he happen'd to be. 
Pope, he would aboliſh the” 
Obligation of the Lent Faſt. 
No Take becauſe he judg'd 
ita too heavy Yoke, and on 
this account more hurtful 
than profitable. 


9. Marriage 
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9. Marriage 1n the pureſt 
age of the Church, wasnot 
forbidden to Eccleſiafticks ; 

ſaith not S. Paul, 

3 Tims. 3- that a Biſhop may 
| be the Huſband of 
Hebr. 13- 4 one Wite, That 
Marriage 1s ho: 

nourable in all, and the Bed 
undefild : And 

1 Timot- 4-3-5. Writing to 1710- 
thy, that forbid- 

ding to Marry, and com- 
manding to abſtain from 
Meats, 1s the DoGrine of the 
Devils: Was not the Fore- 
runner of Chriſt, the Son of 
the High-Prieſt Zacharias,an 
evident mark, that our Savi- 
our approv'd of, and honou- 
red ſuch fort of Marriages ? 
yet the Rqamiſh Church ad- 


ding 
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Eu) 
ding ſtill great and heavy 
weights to the yoke of 
Chriſt, forbids expres(ly Ec- 
cleſraZticks to Marry, 
though S_ Paul ſaith, 1 Corznth, 
kt every man, that am 
is, whether Clergy or Lay- 
man, unleſs he hath the Gift 
of Continency, have his own 
Wife; which Gift is always 
ſupposd when a Man or a 
Woman vows Chaſtity : So 
it you find by experience, 
you have 1t not;” your are -- 
obliged not to vow, or if 
you have vowed raſhly, flat- 
tering your ſelf, you had this 
Gift, you are no more en- 
gag'd by your former vow, 
becauſe none is obliged to 
perform beyond what lies in 
his power, and'tis in no mans 
POWET 
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power to live continently, 
without a Gitt of Continen- 
cy, Which God beſtoweth on 
whom he pleaſes, and refu- 
ſeth it to others as he thinks 
fit ; who may, and perhaps 
areobliged in this caſe, to ſe- 
cure themſelves from Sin and 
Temptation, by a lawful 
Marriage: For 1n this con- 
junRture, Meliys eff nubere 
quan uri, *tis better to Mar- 
ry than burn. | 

Io. *Tis obſervable, the 
moſt of thoſe that enter theſe 
Orders, they call commonly 
Religious, make their vows 
ſo young and ſo inconlide- 
rately, that they hardly ever 
reflect on what they under- 
take, ſeveral of them proteſt 
they are forced thereunto by 
their 
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their Parents, or upon the 
account of ſome other hu- 
mane reſpets and intereſt, 
and if afterwards they renew 
twice a year, as 'tis cuſtomary 
among(t the Jeſuits, rheir firſt 
vows, 'tis but with therr 
Lips and not from their 
Heart : They may fin, I con- 
fets, by this diſ{1mulation, 
though I am perſwaded, their 
Crime 15none of the greateſt, 


becauſe of the junEureand © 


neceſiity of their affairs ; but 
however this Sin communi- 
cates no vahdity to their 
vow, which ſubfſiſts not in 
reality, without an intireI- 
berty, freedom, and inward 
conſent, becauſe of the hea» 


vy and inſupportable Yoke it 


lays on their Necks 3 which 
in 
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in this caſe they may ſhake 
off at the firſt opportunity, 
and follow that fort of Life 
they (hall find moſt conve- 
nient for their Spiritual con- 


cerns and good of their 
Souls. 


It. I wonder'd often up- | 


on what grounds the Roma: 


ziſts call theſe three vows of 


Chaſtity, Poverty, and Q- 
bedience to their Superiors, 
Evangelical Counſels, be- 
cauſe I had never read in the 


Goſpel, that Chriſt exhorted 


ever any. to tye themlelves 
to his ſervice by ſolemn yows. 
He counſclled, I confeſs, a 
young man to {ell all he had, 
and pive it to the Poor, but 
notto make a vow to do ſo: 
Neither could lever be per- 


{waded, 
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ſwaded, nor any rational 
man ever will, that *tis a 
higher degree of perfection 
to vow, for inſtance, Cha- 
ſtity,than to livein Continen- 
cy, without ſuch a tye and 
obligation. 

12, This 1s nevertheleſs 
the Dodrine of the moſt 
learned Romaniſts, And ifI 
remember well of their chief 
Divine Thomas Aquinas, but 
as they commonly fay in Sor- 
bon, Amicus Ariſtoteles, ami. 
cus Divus Thomas, ſed mag is 
amica veritas, no man's au- 
thority is to be admitted of 
againſt the trath, which un- 
doubtedly ſides not with 
themin this conjundcurez be- 
cauſe their aſſertion is intirely 


grounded on this weak aud 
1]ha- 
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illuſory reaſon, that he 'who 
vows Continency, ſacrificeth 
to God the thing men make 
moſt account of, that prect- 
ous hberty, they think pre- 
ferable to all the Riches of 
the World, which he that 
lives chaſt without ſuch a tye 
does not. 
_ . 13. This I ay is a meer 
fllhood and a flat illuſion, 
for though I vow, I keep 1n- 
tirely my former liberty. 
True 'tis 1 can't break this 
promiſe and vow made to 
God if it be a real one, with- 
out committing a ſ1n, but this 
puts mein a worſe condition 
than 1 was in before: For 
now if I fall, I commit two 
Sins, one againlt my Vow, 
and another againſt the ver- 
rue 
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tue of Continency, whereas 
before I vowed I could be 
guilty but of one. I think 
then the ſtate of higheſt per- 
fetion is that which remo- 
veth us fartheſt from fin and 
the occaſions thereof, which 
certainly vows do not, but 
enſnaring men rather becauſe 
of their great weakneſs and 
frailty, expoſe them to both 
by that perverſe, though in- 
bred inclination of theirs, to 
whatever is forbidden them ; 
for nothing more true than -.. 
nitimur in vetitum ſemper , 
Oc. 

14. This engageth me here 
to the defence of an Afler- 
tion , which will be looked 
upan as a Paradox by the 
Romaniſts, yet it reflected 

on 
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on without preoccupation, is 
a clear, ſimple, and undeny- 
able truth : They dry up all 
the veins of their Eloquence 
in extolling a Religious Life, 
as they call it : they fayitis 
moſt perfe&, happy, blelled, 
and what not : read Jerome 
Platus on this Subject , and 
you ſhall find him as whim- 
fical in his notions of this ima- 
ginary happineſs, as Plato 
was in' his abſtract Idea's. 

I5. I can prove to per- 


{waſion there is no way of 


ſerving God more dangerous, 
and wherein you ſhall meet 
with greater obſtacles to 
your ſpiritual progreſs and 
eternal happineſs, than 1n 
theſe pretendedReligious Or- 


ders, as they now (ſtand of 


the 
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the Romiſh Church ; my rea- 
ſon is clear, and runs thus, 
becauſe their yoak 1s 1ncom- 
parably greater and heavier 
than that of other Chriſtians, 
ſince beſides the Commands 
of God and their Church, 
they tye themſelves to anum- 
berleſs number of petty ob- 
ſervances and rules , which 
though they confeſs bind not 
their conſcience, yet they 
teach none of them can ſcarce 
ever be tranſgreſ]*d without 
fin, either ratioe ſcaudali, by 
reaſon of the ſcandal,or ratio- 
ne contempt, becauſe of the 
contempt of Authority,or on 
ſomeother account:they lay as 
yet ſomething more ſtrange, 
that on progredi, regredi eſt, 
"tis not enough for them to 
obſerve 
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obſerve the Commands of 
God and the Church, they 
call that nz progred;, no pro- 
greſs, unleſs they do more 
than he has commanded, by 
ſtanding with as great pre- 
ciſeneſs to their Cuſtoms and 
Rules, as if they were an el- 
ſential part of Gods written 
Law. | 
I5...Jn what tears then, it 
they haye a timorous conſci- 
ence; .in what troubles and 
turmoils, and what vexation 
of ſpirit_they live 1n : for if 
fo * keep Gods Commands, 
as 'tis ſaid the Juſt falls ſeven 
times a day, what judgment 
may we frame,of them who 
pretcnd to do.more than. he 
has ordain'd, by obſerving a 
number innumerable of petty 
___ Ruleg 


_ wa | I g——_ as 


. 


6:8 


Rules, Statutes, and frivolous 
Cuſtoms. On this account I 
have heard ſeveral amongſt 
them ſay what I believe to 
be molt true, that their yoke 
was not like to the yoke of 
Chriſt, ſweet and light, J#- 
gum ſuave E* onus leve, but 
rather exceedingly bitter, 
and molt heavy, Jugnm anma- 
rum E* Ons grave. 

I6. In fine, I may aftirm, 
without deviating trom the 
Truth, That thefte Romiſh -- 
Vows are rather Snarcs to 
intrapSouls, than true means 
to their attaining to a higher 
degree of Glory in Heaven. 
The Devil overcomes ſome 
by manifeſt Temptations,and 
a flat Propoſition of Sin, but 


becauſe ſome others, deſirous 
G to 
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to live after a more perfe} 
manner, admit not fo eaſily 
of his Suggeſtions, he catch- 
eth them by their own incli- 
nations, by vowed engage- 
ments, to the purſuance of a 
PerteCtion, which, through 
Humane Frailty, they ſhall 
never reach to ; fo weary to 
{wim always againſt the wa- 
ter, they are forc'd,at length, 
to yi21d to theſtream,and go 
downwards, which was the 
Enemies fole atm and main 
deſign. 
17. Out of this foregoing 
Diſcourſe, we may conclude, 
Proteltants to be moſt hap- 
py, as meeting with none of 
theſe torementioned Obſta- 
cles, to their eternal] happt- 
nel>,lo long as they follow the 
Nia X ms 
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Maxims of true Protcjtancy. 
For, 

Firſt, Their Faith is not fo 
blind, though ſubmiliive e- 
nough to Church Authority, 
as to hold for Divine Truths, 
the fanciful Opinions of fal- 
lible Men, or Deciſions ot er- 
rable Councils: The Word 
of God onely is their Rule, 
to this they are taught to 
conform their Faith and their 
Actions. 

Secondly , They -are not 
tortur'd and turmoild with 
Doubts, it they be Baptiz'd 
or not , becauſe they know 
the Exiſtency of Bapriſm to 
be independant on the Mim- 
[ters uncertain intentions. 

Thirdly, They have no In- 
citement to Sin, by relymg 

C23 O1! 
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on a middle place betwenÞ« 
Heaven and Hell; they hold: 
no Purgatory, and fo arts 
powerfully deterr'd from ofde 
tending God, through fear of 
. bis terrible Juſtice exercisdv 
in Hell, upon ſuch as digſl 
without Repentance. N 

Fourthly, They reject the 
dangerous diſtinction of Ve-Jci 
nial, and Mortal Sin, as oper-Jp 
ing a door to Looſeneſs; torn 
though ſome Sins be moreſſt 
heinous than others, yet inſ! 
this we muſt confeſs a perf} 1 
equality, that they are all ot} 
tences of an infinite Majeſty, | 
and conſequently deferve his} 1 
eternal Wrath, as being of an | 
unitmited malice. 

Fitchly, They allow every 
One to read the Scripture as 

the 
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he Fountain of all wholeſom 
mBDoctrine, and capable to 
{make us wite unto Salvation, 
eas being a Light to our Un- 
f.derſtanding,leſt we err; and 
ofa Fire to our Will, left we 
"wax Cold in Charity and 
iegjLove towards God and our 
Neighbors. 
he} Sixthly, Their Doctrine 
e-fconcerning the Lord's Sup- 
{per is fpurit and life, 1t gives 
Y8no occaſion either of Idola- 
try or Hypocriſie, by teach- 
ng ing that ſtrange Novelty ot 
iy 1ranſubitantiation : They ca- 
EF ptivate indeed their under- 
| ſtanding in obſequium Fidez, 
$9 1n obedience to Divine Faith, 
1] but pull not out their Eyes 
to believe there 1s no Bread 
70 in the Euchariſt, where they 
| G 3 (ee 
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ſee all the inſeparable Proper- 
tics thereof, as Colour,Shape, 
Quantity, &*c. 

Seventhly, They rely ſolely 
on the Merits of Chriſt;ner- 
ther on the mediation of 
Saints,nor on their own good 
works ; fully perſuaded of 
this Chriſtian Truth , when 
they have done all they can, 
they are but uſeleſs Servants, 
and that all their fufficiency 
1s from Above. 

Eighthly, Their Divine 
Worthip is pure, and with- 
out mixture of Superſtition 


or Idolatry; neither intirely 


without Ceremonies, Nor 0- 
verburden'd with 'em ſuper- 
ſtitioully. 

Ninthly, They adore God 
1n Spirit and Truth, not un- 


der 
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der corporal Shapes, and falſe 
Repreſentations 3 they adore 
him as Spirit and Truth,as he 
sin reality knowing pertect- 
ly all their ſpiritual needs,and 
bodily neceſities, without the 
help of Saints as Speakers and 
Informers. 

Tenthly, Their Eccleſtaſti- 
cal Diſcipline 1s moſt confor- 
mable in all its parts to that of 
the Primitive Church, as alſo 
their Faith,their Manners,and 
way of living, as may be ga- 
thered out of -this and- the.. 
foregoing Article ; and eve- 
ry one knows that 1s not al- 
together a Stranger to Anti- 
quity. 

Eleventhly, They ſerve 
God 1n all freedom of ſpirit, 
without endangering their 


G 4 Souls 
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' Souls by vows of Continen- 
cy, true Snares rather to In- 
nocency, than fit means for 
attaining to PerfeCtion and 
cternal Felicity, 
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ARTICLE II. 


SEC 3. 1 


Concluſcons flowing from the 
firſt Principle of this Me- 
thod. 


| 1. ds firſt Principle was, : 
DF That thoſe who pro- 


feſs Proteſtancy, may be ſaved. 

{ proved 1t to Conviction, 
without inveCtives or bitter- 
nels, 11 the ſpirit of Chriſtian 
G 5 Chart- 
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Charity, Meekneſs and Leni- 
ty, perſuaded of this clear 
Truth,that Conviction of the 
. intelle&tive Faculty worketh 
never a true Converſion, un- 
leſs the W1ll be conquer'd by 
a civil and charitable way of 
debating. 


II.” Tis Proverbial amongſt 
the Romaniits, That out of 
the Church there 1s no hopes } 
of ſalvation. In what fenſe 
this is true, 'tis not my deſign 
here to inquire; but I at- 
firm they are pititully miſta- 
ken , underſtanding by the | 
Church,that handful of Chri- 
itians united together 1Nn 
communion with the See of 
Rome, which is as unreaſo- | 

nable, 
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nable, as if one would ſay, 
a Particular is an Univerſal , 
4a Part is the Whole, or at 
leaſt of as great and vaſt a 
bulk. They will grant then, 
I ſuppoſe, Proteſtants to be 
Members of the Univerſal 
Church, but dead ones,deſti- 
tute of life, ſpirit and vigour. 
The contradictory of this 
Propoſition ſtands demon- 
ſtrated in the firſt Article ; 
for ſince they may be ſaved 
by the merits and influence 
of their -1nviſfible. Head-- 
Chriſt, they are both whole- 
ſom , living, and vigorous 
Members of his Ch arch. 


HI. They cannot beaccu- 
ſed of Szhiſm, nor without a 
ground- 


( 132 ) 

eroundleſs Calumny called 
Schiſnzaticks , fince they are 
{till contain'd in the Catho- 
lick or Univerſal Church, 
their Reform being 1n the 
Church, not from it; hold 
they not all Points neceſlary 
to ſalvation , and whatever 
was of Divine Faith in the 
primitive Times. They ſe- 
parated, I confcls, Goo: the 
particular Church of Rome, 
| but Romaniſts were the true 
cauſes of this Separation, by 
introducing Errors and No- 
velties, fo they are properly 
the Separ -atiits, not Prote- 
ſtants < Letthem be aſhamed 
taen to ſound perpetually as 
they do in the Peoples ears, 
th a notorious Calumny, 


which. 
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which with greater truth 
may be Retorted againſt 


themſelves. 


IV. I hope hereafter they 
ſhall prove more moderate, 
and call them Brethren, 
whom they have thought hi- 
therto Hereticks 3; for I am 
perſuaded they are convinc'd 
this foul aſperſion of Herefie 
is groundlels, as being a meer 
illafion,and the product of a 
preoccupated judgment. The 
Proteſtants, ſay they, are He- © 7 
reticks, becauſe they reject 
obſtinately the Decilions of 
General Councils 3 bnt will 
they never reflect 1cat theſe 
Deciſions can neither be 
looked upon by us, nor by. 
them 
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them as revealed Fruths, un- 
leſs their Infallibility be et- 
ther grounded on clear Scri- 
pture, or in their ſentiment 
on the Authority of ſome 
General Counal, In what 
Scripture 1s it ſaid, General 
Councils are infallible Juciges 
of Controverſial Debates ? 
In what Council was it dect- 
ded , that General Councils 
were 'unerrable? Here they 
areamaz'd,and theirthoughts 
at a ſtand ; they are forced 
to yield, and conteſs ingenu- | 
oully, that this pretended In- 
fallibility hath no other foun- 
dation 1n being, but that of 
their own Opinion and Fan- 
cy: For though 'twere | 
grounded on the i 

O 
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of ſome General Councal, 
this muſt be firſt proved In- 
fallible by an Evidence di- 
ſtint} from its own Telſti- 
mony. 


V. But becauſe my onely 
deſign 1n this place 1s to raiſe 
Inferences, and not to frame 
new Arguments, I entreat the 
Romanist Reader, after a ſe- 
rious peruſal of my firſt Ar- 
ticle, to refle& a moment 
upon his own Uncharity a- 
gainſt ſo many Thouſands of 
His Majeſties Subjeds , and 
other Nations, ſo commen- 
dable for their unſtaind Life 
and Converſation 3 ſo accep- 
table to God, becauſe of their 


Virtue and Innocency. Let 
them, 
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them, I ſay , upon ſecond 
thoughts, repent of ther for- 
mer Uncharity, in condemn- 
ing their Neighbors ſo incon- 
ſiderately, as Schiſmatichs , 
Hereticks, Reprobates. Let 
them deteſt from the bottom 
of their hearts this Unchri- 
{tian Rigor and Severity; it 
perhaps upon ſuch groundleſs 
pretences they were perſua- 
ded 'twas lawful to perſecute 
them by Treaſon, Fire and 
Sword , the deep ignorance 
they liv'd in could be as a 
Veil to the Enoimity of 
their Crime: But after the 
peruſal of this Treatiſe they 
can No more pretend 1pno- 
rance, they are told of 
their Errour, and ſufficient- 


ly 


| 


( 137 ) 


ly informd of their former 
miſtakes. 


VI. Neither can they with 
the leaſt appearance of Truth 
call Apoitates fuch as embrace 
Proteftancy, ſince they retain 
{till the Fath of that Church 
which flouriſhed the firſt 
three Centuries after our Sa- 
viour's Birth, and is confefled 
by all Parties to have been 
the true Church of Chriſt. 
They admit not indeed the 
additional Articles of Purga- 
tory, I ranſubſtantiation, [mage- © 
worſhip, Invocation of Saints, 
ec. tor the grounds above 
lazd, But on this account 
they are 1n no true ſenſe Apo- 


ſtates becaule Apoſtaſte is a de- 


tection 
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fection from the true Faith, 
and theſe Points are either 
groſs Errors, or, as a learned 
Divine of the Ezeliſþ Church 
calls them, inferiour Truths, 
not deſtrudive to Divme 
Faith, whether believ'd or de- 
nied 3 though they be, as I 
have inſinuated elſewhere, 
not a little prejudicial to 


true Virtue, and Chriſtian 


Piety. 


VII. Raſhneſs or Impru- 
dence canwith as little juſtice 
be obje&ed to ſuch as retreat 
from Popery. It has been de- 
.monſtrated by the conſent 
of Romaniits, and ſelf-evi- 
dent Principles they follow, 
by profeſling Proteſtaney a 

pro- 
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probable and well-grounded 
opinion, That worſhipping 
God after the Proteſtant 
manner, they may attain to 
the end they were created 
for, which 1s eternal happt 
nels, 
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CTHEGET. 3. 


Concluſions flowing naturally 
from the ſecond Principle 


of this method. 


H E ſecond Principle 
was, That Proteſtants 
may be ſaved more eaſuly, aud 
with greater ſecurity , than 
thoſe of the Romiſh Perſuaſion. 
I ſhall not repeat here what 
Ifaid before, to explain, ra- 
ther than to prove this ſelt- 
evident Truth, hence only I 
inter what 1s evident enough 
of it {elf without any formal 
inference. 
I. That 


( 141 ) 
I. That Romiſh Prieſts are 


obliged not to endeavor, as 
they do, the Converiion, or 

rather Perverſion of Prote- 
ſtants, becauſe *tis a fin to 
withdraw any man from the 
ſatcſt way to Heaven. 


Il. The Romanijts once 
convincd, as I hope they are, 
of this ſecond Principle,muſt 
of neceſlity renounce Popery, 
and profeſs Proteſtancy, there 
being an obligation mncum- 
bent to all men in matters of 
ſuch a high Concern, tochuſe 
that which is ſecureſt. 


ITE. Proteſtants muſt ſtand 


ſtoutly to their own-Religt- 
ON, 


| 
; 
[ 
F 
| 
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on, and way of Divine Wor- 
{hip, and cannot, if they re- 
gard a good Conſcience,after 
this infirudion turn Roma- 
ziits,becauſe in ſo doing they 
would endanger their own 
Souls, by reaſon of the fore- 
mentioned obſtacles to falva- 
tion in the profeſſion of Po: 


pery. 


IV. All true Proteitants, 
and more particularly Fhoſe 
who by their Dignity , Of- 
fice, and Imployment, are to 
watch over the Flock, muſt 
needs, if they will perform 
their duty, endeavour with 
all Charitable and Chriſtian 
means the Confirmation of 
Proteſtants in ProteStancy, 
and 
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and the Converſion of their 
Popiſh Subjeds from Popery, 
elſe they forfeit their Cha- 
rater and Miniſtry , as ne- 
glefting the ſpiritual con- 
cerns of Souls redeem'd by 
the precious blood of Chritt, 
and committed to their truſt 
and vigilancy : If T have been 
my ſelt inſtrumental to the 
perverſion of ſeveral, while 
miſled by a blind Zeal, I ſaw 
things bu under one light, 
I ſhall, at Conveniency, 
repair this Damage done” 
to the Church, by writing in 
my ſpare-hours ſuch 1nſtru- 
cons as may be ſubſervient 
tO _ their returning home- 
war's, or uſeful to the con- 
veriionot others, and parti- 
cularly 


( 144 ) 
cularly my neareſt and dea- 
re({t Relations, 


V. I ſhall put here a ſtop | - 
to my Pen, and an end to 
this Treatiſe , with a ſhort 
and charitable Advice to all ( 
His Majeſties Subjects of the 
Romiſh Perſualion, 


— 


Charitable Advice to 
all His Majeſites 
Subjects of the Ro- 
miſh Perſuaſion. 


© 

d'4 Ou have beliey'd 
cill now, as an 

Axticle of your Faith, 

Fhat Proteſtants ver 

all Reprobates , Here- 

ticks, Schilmaticks, and 

H many 
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many of them Apo- 
{tates. Your Faith being 
ever an implicite one, 
and pinn'd on other 
mens {leeyves. You are 
more to be pitied for 
this groſs miſtake , than 


blam'd. You are not 


unlike, pardon me the 
freedom of this Parallel, 
to thoſe that are blind 
from their birth. You 
may induce {uch men to 
believe any Falſhood 


you pleaſe, as for in-_ 
ſtance, that White is. | 


Black,or Black isWhite, 
be- 
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becauſe they. want the 
ule of their vilive Fa- 
culty,and ſolely relic on 
your Authority. You re- 
nounce not only to your 
reaſon, in favour of the 
pretended Council-Ora- 
cles. You holdnot only 
your underſtanding ca- 
ptive whenRome {peaks, 
bur you extinguiſh the 
cleareſt light thereof; in - 
ſubmiſſion to her De- 
ciſions, as if you were- 
quite blind, and under- 
ſtood nothing, or asit 


Nature had not beſtow- 
MH 2 cd 
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ed upon you an intel- 
leive Faculty, in order 
to diſcern good from e- 
vil, falſhood from truth, 
ro try the ſpirits whence 
they are,whether of God 
or not. The Romaniſts, 
your Maſters, imitate 
thoſe ancient Heathens, 
who, to gain the Peoples 
eſteem and greater ve- 
neration for their Laws, 
laid confidently , They 
had received them im- 
mediatly from the gods: 
So they, to hold you in 
awe, and tyrannize over 


your | 
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your underſtandings, as ' 
by a principle of Con- 
{cience,call bo! dlywhat- 
ever 1s decided/; in Gene- 
ral Councils, Divine O- 
racles,Reveal'd Truths, 
Faith-Articles, which 1s 
the greateſt Artifice the 
Prince of Darkneſs could 
invent, to ſpread all the 
W al over Error, Igno- 
rance, and Guperſtition. 
oy a then your be- 
ing feduc'd hereafter, 
wee® uſe of your Won 
ſon, f1nce 'tis chiefly al- 
hike d you for your at- 

H 2 rain- 


s . 
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taining to the Know- 
ledge of ſaving Truths, 
peruſe often, and me- 
dirtate frequently this 
Treatiſe , wherein you 


{hall diſcover clearly, 


]. That Proteſtants , 
—_ have been ſo averle 
rom hitherto , through 


preoccupation and 1gno- |. 


rance, may be ſaved, as 


being true Members of } 


the Univerſal Church, 


and neither Hereticks * 


nor:Schiſmaticks. 


II. That 


\Crgn's” 
II. That they attain 
to Eternal Happineſs 


more eaſily, and with 


greater f{aftery than Ro? 
maniſts, ſtanding to the 
Principles of Popery. 


HI. That the boaſt- 


ed of Infallibiliry of 


General Councils 1s no 


Article of Faith amongſt _ 


Roman-Catholicks , but a 
meer politick deſign to 
domineer by this perſua- 
ſion over all Nations, 
for the increaſe of tem- 


poral Concerns ; and 
that 
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that as Rome of old ſub- 
dued the World by force 
of Arms, ſhe may ſtill 
enſlave it by Religious 
Scruples,and ſtrong Fan- 
cies of the Divine Ori- 
ginal of her Oracles , 
which was meant by the 
Poet that ſung thus : 


Roma caput mundi,quicquid 


non poſſidet armis Relis 


Tione tenet, 


You have pretended 
tormerly your Conlci- 
ence laffered you not to 
con- 


—| 


- wo, 
. 
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conform to that Divine 
Worſhip now eſtabli- 
ſhed by Law in theſe 
three Kingdoms, you 
thought it not lawful to 
forfake Popery, and pro- 
teſs ProteStancy, as being 
in your opinion nothing 
elſe but Hereſie,Schiſm, 
Apoſtaſie. This can be 
no more an Obſtacle to - 
your Converſion, you 
are now informed to 
Conviction of the con- 
trary , and of your in- 
cumbent Obligation to 


retreat from Romaniſm.; 
of 
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of two. Evils, the. leaſt 
is to be-cholen; ard of 
two. ways to Heaven, } 
that which is ſecureſt, in 
matters of this Concern 
all deliberation laid a- 
ſide, your Conſcience 
will preſs you to the ſu- 
reſt. Solong as you en- 
deavour your being in- 
ſenſible to her Checks, 
you pretend in yain to 
any true happinels in 
this life, ſhe will ſound 
perpetually in your ears 
the extreme danger you 
are in through your 
own 
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own. fault; and as an in 
 leparable, cerrifying, and 
\ | threatning Ghoſt,diſturb 
your Repole by day 
and by night, in all times, 


and in all places. 


Omnibus umbra locss aderit. 


